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You’re in a new place and ask a fellow wanderer if there’s a bagel 
shop nearby, hoping to find that spark that happens when meeting 

someone with a kindred background. Maybe they’ll let you in on a 
good nosh or a hidden gem to visit. In this issue, you can garner that 
information before you wander, as fellow members share their excitement 
of places they’ve visited with a Jewish connection. 

Meanwhile, we continue to hold in our hearts those in Israel, the place 
with the greatest Jewish connection of all.

Do you work for a Jewish organization?

We will be featuring those among us who bring their talents to Jewish 
organizations. Please tell us your story. What is your role and the purpose 
of your work? What makes it meaningful for you? How long have you 
been with the organization? Do you have any special anecdotes to share? 
Please send your story to scroll@tbsneedham.org by January 15. Word 
limit: 150. Photos welcome!

Is your kugel to kvell over?

The Editorial Board will be conducting a kugel-tasting featuring 
kugel made by our own TBS members. If you’d like to share your 
baking prowess in our early-February tasting event, kindly email us at 
scroll@tbsneedham.org by January 10. We’d love to know where your 
recipe is from and what it means to you or your family. Word limit: 150 

And yes, the Ed Board is always looking for new members. This might 
just be what convinces you to join us!

By Joni Burstein on behalf of the Editorial Board

 Volume 51, Issue 5
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FRIDAY, JANUARY 5 (25 Tevet 5784)
6:15 PM Erev Shabbat Service (Sanctuary)

SATURDAY, JANUARY 6 (25 Tevet 5784)
Torah: Sh'mot  Ex. 1:1 - 6:1

8:30 AM Shabbat Morning Service (Sanctuary)
9:00 AM Torah Study (Beit Midrash)

9:15 AM Finding Our Jewish Values in the Torah (Front 
Conference Room and online)

B. Mitzvah: Guy Nevo and Connor Fernandes

FRIDAY, JANUARY 12 (3 Shevat 5784)
5:30 PM Tot Shabbat Service (Sanctuary)
6:15 PM Erev Shabbat Service (Sanctuary)

SATURDAY, JANUARY 13 (3 Shevat 5784)
Torah: Va-eira  Ex. 6:2 - 9:35

8:30 AM Shabbat Morning Service (Sanctuary)
9:00 AM Torah Study (Beit Midrash)

9:15 AM Finding Our Jewish Values in the Torah (Front 
Conference Room and online)

B. Mitzvah: Lilly Fletcher and Torrance Majors

FRIDAY, JANUARY 19 (10 Shevat 5784)
6:15 PM Erev Shabbat Service (Sanctuary)

SATURDAY, JANUARY 20 (10 Shevat 5784)
Torah: Bo  Ex. 10:1 - 13:16

8:30 AM Shabbat Morning Service (Sanctuary)
9:00 AM Torah Study (Beit Midrash)

9:15 AM Finding Our Jewish Values in the Torah (Front 
Conference Room and online)

B. Mitzvah: Natalie Friend
B. Mitzvah: Jacob Lourie

FRIDAY, JANUARY 26 (17 Shevat 5784)
6:15 PM Erev Shabbat Service (Sanctuary)

6:15 PM Om Shalom Yoga Service (Carmen Hall)

SATURDAY, JANUARY 27 (17 Shevat 5784)
Torah: B'shalach  Ex. 13:17 - 17:16

8:30 AM Shabbat Morning Service (Sanctuary)
9:00 AM Torah Study (Beit Midrash)

9:15 AM Finding Our Jewish Values in the Torah (Front 
Conference Room and online)

Services in January
Services will be in person and via livestream for the month of January.

Please check the TBS website and emails for livestream links.

Please join the TBS Community for Minyan

• Monday and Thursday mornings at 7:00 AM in person, in the Sanctuary.
• Tuesday through Thursday evenings at 6:45 PM online only. Zoom links are 

published in the "TBS This Week" email.

Committee Meetings in January – Stay Involved!
Committees not listed will not meet formally this month.

Please check with the email contact in case of a change in date and for meeting location.

Committee Name Date and Time Email Contact for Information
Adult Learning Wed. Jan. 3, 7:45 PM adultlearning@tbsneedham.org
Brotherhood Board Tue. Jan. 9, 7:15 PM brotherhood@tbsneedham.org
Communications Wed. Jan. 17, 7:15 PM communications@tbsneedham.org
Garden Club Tue. Jan. 2, 7:15 PM gardenclub@tbsneedham.org
Library Wed. Jan. 3, 17, 24, 31, 9:30 AM library@tbsneedham.org
Scroll Editorial Board Tue. Jan. 30, 12:00 PM scroll@tbsneedham.org
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Reflections 
on a Complicated Year
By Wendy Gutterson, Congregational President

From Our Board of Trustees

Heading into 2024 I, like many others, find myself 
reflecting on the past year. And like many of you, 

I suspect, it’s hard to say whether it was a good year or a 
not-so-good year. I recognize many blessings such as good 
health and access to good medical care when needed.   
My family was also fortunate to have celebrated some 
wonderful life cycle events – Tzipora and Adam’s marriage 
and welcoming a new son to our nephews, Glen and Kevin. 
And, of course, I have the continued joy of being part of the 
Temple Beth Shalom community. Serving as congregational 
president is an extraordinary privilege, and I cherish the 
opportunities for the  many conversations that come with the 
role. As well, I feel lucky to live in the community-minded 
town of Needham, a town where riding toys are left at the 
park for many to enjoy, a town where we can count on 
interfaith collaboration and support. And so, I am keenly 
aware of the many blessings in my life. 

However, despite the many positive things I can cite, it’s 
hard to say 2023 was a good year. As always, our community 
has experienced difficult moments, illness and loss and the 
need for strength and resilience. And, of course, our dialogue 
and collective worry has, more recently, been focused on 
the fighting between Israel and Hamas. As of this writing, 
more hostages are being held than have been released, 
and concern dominates our social media posts and our 
conversations. And so, my reflection on 2023 is one of mixed 
emotions – gratitude and worry – but also a strong sense of 
what we, locally, can accomplish together. 

Each Friday night when we come together for worship, there 
is a specific rhythm to the service allowing us the space and 
place for reflection. We take the time to welcome Shabbat, 
a pause in our routine. We say the Hoda’ah, the prayer for 
gratitude, and reflect on the moments in our week that made 
us smile. Our silent prayer is another moment to reflect on 
our private thoughts, perhaps our hope for the days ahead.

And for those of us looking for actionable steps to address 
needs in the weeks and months ahead, I want to highlight 
two very specific initiatives. All temple members are welcome 
to join the work of these groups. The Refugee Resettlement 
Initiative works to welcome, support, and provide resources 
for individuals and families settling in Needham and 
surrounding communities. Examples of this work include 
setting up apartments, providing transportation to medical 
appointments, and providing necessary items for families 
to thrive in their new homes. The Antisemitism Awareness 
Initiative (ASAI) is an active TBS group focusing on 
educational programs to recognize and support community 
response to antisemitism. ASAI participates in the Anti-
Defamation League’s Kulanu Program, teaching members to 
have proactive conversations beyond our community. 

There are many ways to step into work that helps others 
during this challenging time. I invite you to join us in the 
new year to help make 2024 a year of blessing and peace.

L'Shalom,

Wendy

“Israel’s iron fist should be paired with an outstretched 
hand to the Palestinian people.” 

“Hamas and the Palestinian Islamic Jihad are 
internationally recognized terrorist organizations that 
are executing civilians and using their own denizens as 
human shields.  Despite disinformation to the contrary, 
there is every indication that Israel is in accord with the 
law of armed conflict.”

Congressman Jake Auchincloss (D-MA), Town Hall at 
Temple Beth Shalom, October 22, 2023.

Fighting Antisemitism

http://www.tbsneedham.org
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B. Mitzvah

To participate in B. Mitzvah services, 
join us in person in the Sanctuary, or check your Shabbat email for Vimeo links.

B. Mitzvah
Guy Nevo, Saturday, January 6
School: Pollard Middle School
Interests: Guy trains boxing, likes to hang out with friends, and plays the clarinet.
Mitzvah Project: Guy participated in a bake sale - baking challahs and other baked goods, raising 
money for medical equipment for Israel.

Connor Fernandes, Saturday, January 6
School: Pollard Middle School
Interests: Connor enjoys sailing, soccer, and photography. He loves spending summers on the Cape.
Mitzvah Project: Connor spent the summer picking up trash on the beaches and around the 
community of New Silver Beach in Falmouth.

Lilly Fletcher, Saturday, January 13
School: Pollard Middle School
Interests: Lilly loves playing hockey and lacrosse, spending time with friends, and indulging in 
delicious treats from Dunks all day long.
Mitzvah Project: Lilly coached and mentored a younger baseball player through Needham’s 
Challenger Baseball program, helping him to develop fun new skills.

Torrance Majors, Saturday, January 13
School: Pollard Middle School
Interests: Torrance enjoys ELA and Math. She loves reading and plays on soccer and lacrosse teams.
Mitzvah Project: Torrance distributed door hangers during a "Walk About" to households with 
life-saving information about the risk posed by fentanyl.

Jacob Lourie, Saturday, January 20
School: Brown Middle School
Interests: Jacob loves playing basketball and soccer. He loves the Celtics and going to games. Jacob 
also loves his cat Yoda.
Mitzvah Project: Jacob shared his love of sports by helping children with different abilities play soccer 
and basketball with Athletes Unlimited in Newton.

Natalie Friend, Saturday, January 20
School: Pollard Middle School
Interests: Natalie enjoys soccer and basketball. She loves her friends, dogs, and going to the beaches in 
Nantucket.
Mitzvah Project: Natalie's mitzvah project involved collecting materials for animals in need at the 
Animal Rescue League of Boston in Dedham.



Community Dinners
Enjoy delicious food and community connection  
each month. Free and open to all members.

Fridays • 7:30pm following Erev Shabbat Services
September 29 | Erev Sukkot “Etrog” Dinner

October 27 | NY Deli-Style Menu

November 17 | Scholar-in-Residence

December 8 | Chanukah Celebration

January 26 | Sisterhood Honored by the Archives Committee

February 23
March 8
April 12 | ConNEXTionsPLUS

May 3 | Celebrating Community & The Perlman Family

Om Shalom Yoga
Engage in spiritual, healthy movement as part  
of a Shabbat worship service.

Fridays • 6:15pm
September 29
October 27
November 10
December 15
January 26
February 23
March 8
April 12
May 17

Friday Night Lights & Family Dinners
Celebrate among friends and family with festive 
services designed to be experienced by our entire 

TBS community and particularly enjoyed by school-age 
children (K-6) and their families.

Fridays • 5:30pm Family Dinners; 6:15pm Services
December 1
January 5
February 2 | Refugee Shabbat

March 1
April 5
May 10

Tot Shabbat
Experience Shabbat designed for Families with 
Young Children (ages 0-5) and enjoy music, 

snacks, and connecting with other families.

Fridays • 5:15pm Snack; 5:30pm Tot Shabbat Services
October 20
November 10
December 8
January 12 | Families with Young Children Dinner

February 9 | Families with Young Children Dinner

March 8
April 26
May 17

Shabbat Hikes
Delight in beautiful guided hikes including personal 
reflection, community connection, and the  

opportunity to experience peaceful moments in nature.

Saturdays • 11am Community Hike; 2pm Family Hike
October 14 | Community Hike & Family Hike

November 11 | Community Hike & Family Hike

December 19 | Family Hike

January 13 | Family Hike

February 10 | Family Hike

March 9 | Family Hike

April 13 | Family Hike

May 11 | Family Hike 

Shabbat Morning Worship
Gather on Shabbat mornings for services led  
by members of our community, followed by  

Torah Study centering around lively group discussion  
and thoughtful conversation with clergy.

Saturdays • 8:30-9am Services; 9-10am Torah Study

Experience Shabbat in exciting and reimagined ways that provide even more  
opportunity for engagement, connection, celebration and joy with our vibrant 

TBS community!

For registration and more information, visit tbsneedham.org/shabbat.

ReimaginedShabbat Reimagined

f

Erev Shabbat Services are held every Friday evening at 6:15pm, with light nosh before and sweet Oneg after.
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Beth Shalom Garden Club's Selecting Sustainable Roses 

Tuesday, January 9, 7:15 PM, TBS  

Beth Shalom Garden Club presents Mike and Angela Chute from RoseSolutions, a landscape 
consulting company, who will show us how to choose and grow hearty, healthy, and disease resistant 
roses in our New England gardens. They have been growing roses for over 25 years in Rhode Island 
and have published books, an internet journal, and a website: RoseSolutions.net. January is a 
perfect time to start planning on selecting and growing roses. Come and join us. Members are free. 
First time guests are free.

Contact: gardenclub@tbsneedham.org

Follow-up Discussion Group: Constantine's Sword 
The Historical Origins of Antisemitism 

Wednesday, January 10, 7:15-8:45 PM, TBS 

 As a follow-up to our event in December, we will be discussing the major elements of James 
Carroll’s presentation and book Constantine’s Sword: The History of the Church and the Jews, as well 
as exploring observations that came up during the presentation. Whether you have read the 
book or not — perhaps you would just like to continue your thoughts or have new thoughts to 
share — then join us! Led by TBS Adult Learning and the Antisemitism Awareness Initiative and 
sponsored by the Michael Sockol Jewish Writer’s Fund. Light refreshments will be served.

Contact: adultlearning@tbsneedham.org

Rosh Chodesh 

Wednesday, January 10, 10:00-11:00 AM, TBS 

Please join TBS Sisterhood for our Rosh Chodesh celebration with Rabbi Elyse. Rosh Chodesh has long been considered a 
special holiday for women and a time for women to gather. We will celebrate the new moon and the new month.

Register: t-b-s.me/roshchodesh

Contact: Sandy Cisternelli at sisterhood@tbsneedham.org

ConNEXTions Flight Club  

Sunday, January 21, 5:00-7:00 PM, Flight Club 
60 Seaport Blvd Suite 215, Boston, MA 02210  

ConNEXTions invites you to our winter event at Flight Club - Social Darts! Join us for 
a fun evening of games, friends, and food in Boston's Seaport. The fee includes dart 
games and delicious food. Drinks will be available for purchase.

Temple Beth Shalom is subsidizing the cost of this event to reduce the price for all. If 
you require additional financial assistance in order to participate, please be in touch 
with Rabbi Todd at tmarkley@tbsneedham.org.

Register: t-b-s.me/flightclub

Deadline: 01/10/2024

Contact: Craig Lustig and Lori Shaer at connextions@tbsneedham.org

Cost: $25.00

January Highlights
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Sisterhood Shabbat and Dinner 

Friday, January 26, 6:15-9:00 PM, TBS 

 Join us for our next Community Dinner, sponsored by Member Relations in partnership with Sisterhood, following Friday 
evening Shabbat services. All are welcome to enjoy a delicious meal and take the time to honor Sisterhood at Temple 
Beth Shalom. It will be an opportunity to relax and connect with friends, old and new, at our monthly gathering. Free for 
members.

 Register: t-b-s.me/communitydinner

Deadline: 01/19/2024

Contact: Sisterhood at sisterhood@tbsneedham.org 

Sisterhood Retreat 

Saturday, January 27, 10:00 AM-8:00 PM, TBS 

Sisterhood invites you to a one-day getaway with no travel required! Stay for the entire day or just drop in as you are 
available. Highlights include Shabbat services, fun social action and crafting activities, games and lunch with friends, 
movement and relaxation breaks, happy hour signature cocktails, Havdalah, dinner, and more. Plus exciting optional events 
on Friday evening and Sunday morning. 

Please note on the form if you are interested in chanting or reading Torah or doing an English reading during Shabbat 
services at the retreat? No experience necessary – you will receive any help needed!

Register: t-b-s.me/sisterhoodretreat

Deadline: 01/20/2024

Contact: Marsha Moller at sisterhoodretreat@tbsneedham.org

Cost: $36.00

 

Israeli Dancing 

Mondays, January 8, 22, 29, 7:00-8:30 PM, TBS 

Join Emily Perlman for a wonderful Israeli dance experience. Israeli dance is a great way to engage the culture of Israel and 
the Jewish people through music and movement. This is an intermediate level class for those who have some Israeli dance 
experience. Those who are willing to learn by watching others are also encouraged to attend. 

Contact: Emily Perlman at eperlman@tbsneedham.org

Cost: $5.00, which is paid when you attend

Sisterhood Mah Jongg 

Thursdays, January 4, February 1, March 7, 7:15-9:15 PM, TBS 

Join other sisterhood members on the first Thursday of the month for Mah Jongg. New and seasoned players are welcome!

Register: t-b-s.me/mahjongg

Contact: Holli Bassin and Abby Harmon at sisterhood@tbsneedham.org 

January Highlights continued…

Recurring Events

http://www.tbsneedham.org
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Pre-Shabbat Yoga 

Fridays, 9:00-10:00 AM, TBS 

Step into winter with strength, balance, and alignment through the practice of yoga. 
Join experienced yoga teacher Stephanie Javaheri for a weekly mindful yoga “work in” 
to cultivate awareness, physically and mentally. Feel better in your body and your mind. 
Slow physical movement, breathwork, and meditation blend together in this 1-hour class.

Drop-in at TBS (no registration required)

Join online: t-b-s.me/preshabbatyoga

Contact: Stephanie Javaheri at yoga@tbsneedham.org

Finding Our Jewish Values in the Torah 

Saturdays, 9:15-10:15 AM, TBS or online 

Led by Rabbi Bob Orkand, each Saturday we will focus on a single Jewish moral or ethical value found 
in that week's parshah (Torah portion). These will include, but not be limited to: Justice, Compassion, 
Environmental Ethics, and Business Ethics. A variety of rabbinic sources will enrich our exploration as 
we seek to apply each week’s value to our lives today.

Drop-in at TBS (no registration required)

Join online: t-b-s.me/findingvalues

Contact: Jessica Baim at jbaim@tbsneedham.org

Panim el Panim/Face to Face - A Special Discussion Series with Israelis 

Sundays, January 7, February 4, March 10, 12:00-1:00 PM, Online 

For many years, Congregation Mevasseret Zion (CMZ), a progressive community outside Jerusalem, has been Temple Beth 
Shalom’s “sister congregation.”  When this program was originally created, the ongoing topic for conversation was to be 
the Israeli judicial reform proposals.  With the current crisis in Israel, we will now be supporting our Israeli partners as they 
struggle during war.  Each month, we will gather via Zoom in a conversation facilitated by Rabbi Perlman and Rabbi Alona 
Nir Keren of CMZ. 

Register: t-b-s.me/panim

Contact: Rabbi Jay at jperlman@tbsneedham.org

Moms Supporting Moms 

Thursdays, January 11, February 8, March 14, 7:30-9:00 PM, TBS  

Is your child struggling with mental health issues? Come and join this confidential group with other TBS women whose 
children are at various stages of their mental health journey. Share and receive support from  moms who have been where 
you are or who are there right now. Dealing with a child’s mental health can be a lonely and scary place for parents, and we 
want you to feel that you are not alone!!!

Contact: Jackie Waller, Liz Webb Green, or Michelle Hoffman  at sisterhood@tbsneedham.org 
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Sisterhood Canasta 

Thursdays, January 18, February 15, March 21, 7:15-9:15 PM, TBS 

 Join other Sisterhood members on the third Thursday of the month for Canasta. Seasoned players are welcome!

 Register: t-b-s.me/canasta 

Contact: Holli Bassin or Abby Harmon at sisterhood@tbsneedham.org

Bag Lunch and Breakfast Food Drive-through Collection for Homeless Shelters 

Friday, January 19, February 9, March 15, 9:15-9:45 AM, Parking Lot (Front) 

We look forward to your participation as we donate bag lunches and breakfast foods to 
homeless shelters in the Father Bill's network of shelters in Brockton. This is a great project 
to do individually or as a family!

Participate in this mitzvah every month and help us provide 100 bagged lunches and lots of 
breakfast foods needed to help feed guests at these homeless shelters!

Donate any of the following: bag lunches, bottles of water, juice boxes, condiments, breakfast 
items including muffins, individual-size cereal boxes, yogurts, fruit cups, or ground coffee.

Between 9:15 and 9:45AM, we will be ready to unload your items from your car as you drive up.

Can't make it to the collection? No problem! Non-perishable donations may be dropped at a Needham address prior to the 
collection day by emailing us and signing up for your donation. Thank you for helping to feed the stranger.

Register: t-b-s.me/baglunch

Contact: socialaction@tbsneedham.org

Om Shalom Yoga Service 

Friday, January 26, 6:15-7:30 PM, TBS 

Om Shalom Yoga Shabbat creates a spiritual space that centralizes healthy movement and 
breathwork as part of a Shabbat worship service. The practice includes Shabbat prayers, music, and 
ceremony woven together into a movement-practice that makes for a unique experience of worship. 
Ages 12 and above. All physical abilities are welcome. Registration is appreciated but not required. 

Om Shalom Yoga will run concurrently with our regular Shabbat services. Both services will conclude at approximately the 
same time and enjoy oneg together.

Register: t-b-s.me/omshalom

Contact: Jessica Baim at jbaim@tbsneedham.org

 

 

Recurring Events continued…

http://www.tbsneedham.org
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Refugee Shabbat 

Friday, February 2, 6:15-7:30 PM, TBS  

In the wake of the crisis unfolding in Israel, it feels even more important to invite you to join TBS, HIAS, and congregations 
across the country for our Sixth Annual Refugee Shabbat.

Refugee Shabbat is our opportunity to recognize the profound impact of the global Jewish movement working on behalf of 
refugees, asylum seekers, and displaced people. Even as we grapple with the myriad challenges of this moment, it is important 
to take time to catch our breath, reflect on our accomplishments, and gather our energy for the work that lies ahead.

Contact: Deena Mesnick Siegel at tzedek@tbsneedham.org

Novels at Night

Wednesday, February 7, 7:30-9:30 PM, Outside of Temple 

Cozy up with a good book this winter and join TBS Sisterhood for our second installment of Novels at Night. Please bring 
your thoughts, opinions, questions and insights about the book, Mr. Perfect on Paper, by Jean Meltzer. If you have never made 
it to Novels at Night, don't let that dissuade you from joining us. Each time we have new and returning attendees.

Register: t-b-s.me/NovelsatNight

Contact: Sarah Fleckner & Kate Basch at sisterhood@tbsneedham.org

TBS Hosts GBIO Campaign for Housing Justice In-District-Meeting with Legislators 

Tuesday, February 13, 7:15-8:45 PM, TBS 

Senator Becca Rausch and Representative Denise Garlick are coming to Temple Beth Shalom! If 
you attended the vigil for Israel and heard them speak, you know that they are powerful supporters 
of issues important to us. If you did not attend, these are our legislators and this In-District-Meeting 
(IDM) presents a significant opportunity for us, their constituents, to demonstrate our deep concern 
for Housing Justice.

TBS’ social justice theme for the year is Housing Justice. In collaboration with The Greater Boston Interfaith Organization 
(GBIO), our primary objective is to have Senator Rausch and Representative Garlick publicly commit to support budget 
increases and bills related to housing justice and mental health by the conclusion of the legislative session in July 2024. We 
want a clear record of this commitment to hold them accountable.

During the meeting, we will share personal stories from public housing residents, returning citizens, and others which 
illustrate how these issues affect us and our communities. We will advocate for specific systemic or policy changes that will 
tangibly enhance our lives and promote justice. Our focused approach allows us to harness our collective influence for 
maximum impact.

Register: t-b-s.me/gbioidmrausch 

Contact: Magda Schmalz at tzedek@tbsneedham.org

High Tea at Vintage Tea & Cake

Sunday, March 3, 2:00-4:00 PM, Outside of Temple 

Join Sisterhood for a traditional high tea at the Belmont Tea Room - Vintage Tea & Cake Co. Space is limited to 25 people.

Register: t-b-s.me/hightea

Deadline: 02/25/2024

Contact: sisterhood@tbsneedham.org

Cost: $40.00

Save the Date
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The ancient command “Tzedek, tzedek, tirdof! Justice, justice shall you seek!” from the book of Deuteronomy reminds 
us to continue on the path of reaching a more just society where there are equal economic, political, and social rights 

and opportunities for all. In an increasingly diverse and 
interconnected world, early lessons in social justice are crucial 
for shaping the next generation of compassionate and socially 
aware citizens. Talking about her book Social Justice Parenting: 
How to Raise Compassionate, Anti-Racist, Justice-Minded Kids in 
an Unjust World, Traci Baxley asks, “What seeds do we plant as 
they are growing up so they are people who stand up for others 
and who are more compassionate and kind as they go on in 
their lives?” At TBS Children’s Center, we approach teaching 
social justice through the use of children's picture books, 
starting as early as age one. Our approach is guided by the 
metaphor of mirrors, windows, and doors, which allows young 
children to explore their own identities, gain insight into the 
lives of others, and develop empathy through literature.

Mirrors: Reflecting Children's Lives 

Picture books serve as mirrors when they allow young readers 
to see themselves, their experiences, and their identities 
reflected in the stories. We believe that this aspect of literature 
is crucial for children's development as it helps them build a 
strong sense of self-worth and identity. These books invite 
children to connect with experiences in their own lives and 
build meaningful connections. We carefully select books that 
feature diverse characters, backgrounds, and experiences, ensuring that every child can find a character they can relate to. 
This reflection empowers children to feel seen and valued, fostering a sense of belonging and self-acceptance.

Windows: Gaining Perspective on Diverse Lives

Books also act as windows, offering children a view into lives and stories that are different from their own. These windows 
provide opportunities for children to learn about the rich tapestry of human experiences and cultures that make up our 
world. These books might feature food from another country, a trip to the rainforest or to space, or someone who speaks 
a different language. By exposing our young learners to diverse characters and settings, we aim to broaden their horizons, 
challenge stereotypes, and promote a sense of curiosity about the world beyond their own experiences.

Mirrors, Windows, and Doors:
Teaching Social Justice 
Through Children's Picture Books
By Ellen Dietrick 

http://www.tbsneedham.org
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We know that messages young children absorb from books and other media heavily influence their ideas about themselves 
and others. These messages come from both illustrations and text. We prioritize picture books that explore various social 
justice themes, such as gender equality, racial diversity, environmental stewardship, and inclusion. Through these windows 
into different lives, children gain an appreciation for the beauty of diversity and learn to respect and value differences.

Doors: Empathy and an Invitation to Act

Perhaps the most profound aspect of our approach is the use of 
picture books as doors. Using books as doors is symbolic for teaching 
young children to stand up for others or inspiring them to enter 
other people’s worlds through activism, allyship, or volunteering. 
When children engage with stories at this level, they are not just 
passive observers but active participants in the narratives. They feel 
transported into the world of the story and, thus, develop empathy 
for the characters. This empathic connection allows children to 
better understand the feelings and experiences of others, fostering 
compassion and a sense of justice.

To facilitate this empathic connection, our educators employ 
strategies such as open-ended discussions, role-playing, and creative 
activities related to the stories. As children learn to identify with 
characters who may be facing challenges or injustices, they are 
encouraged to imagine solutions and ways to make the world a fairer 
place. These books spark new conversations, enabling us to explore 
topics we might not otherwise encounter in daily life. With this as a 
basis, we invite children to make a difference.

By providing mirrors for self-reflection, windows for understanding 
diversity, and doors for empathy and action, we empower our young 
learners to become socially conscious, empathetic, and responsible 
individuals. As we continue to use the transformative power of 
literature to teach these important values, we are confident that 
our preschoolers will grow up to be advocates for a more just and 
equitable society.

We invite you to join us! If you have a young child in your life, here are a few favorite books, all of which invite children to 
step through the door and into an act of their own social justice:

• Jabari Jumps by Gaia Cornwall

• Little Blue Truck by Alice Schertle and Jill McElmurry

• Every Little Thing by Cedella Marley, Bob Marley, Vanessa Brantley-Newton

• Strictly No Elephants by Lisa Mantchev and Taeeun Yoo

• Our Skin: A First Conversation About Race by Megan Madison and Jessica Ralli

• Change Starts with Us, Love Makes a Family, and Kindness Makes Us Strong, all by Sophie Beer

• Courageous People Who Changed the World by Heidi Poelman and Kyle Kershner
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We asked TBS members about Jewish experiences they’ve had in their travels. 
Whether you live vicariously or are fortunate enough to incorporate these 
ideas into your own travel plans, we hope you find them inspirational! 

Robert Andrews
Los Angeles, California 

A trip to Los Angeles is not complete without a stop to Canter’s Deli, 
  open 24/7. It's like stepping back in time to a golden age of Jewish-

American Ashkenazi cuisine! On our recent trip, I enjoyed the matzo 
ball soup, while one of my sons had the matzo brei. Pastrami on rye was 
also enjoyed but consumed too quickly to take a photo. We finished 
with black and white cookies and hamantaschen - on the house! Indie 
Rock and Israeli-American band Haim got their start playing in the 
back room at this amazing gem of a restaurant!

Debby and Alan Beck
Orlando, Florida

With the ongoing tragedy in Israel so close at hand, we have found 
it important to embrace meaningful ways to keep affirming our 

Jewish identity.  On your next trip to Florida, a hidden gem that will do 
just this is the Holocaust Memorial Resource and Educational Center in Maitland, only nine miles from Orlando. 

Founded in 1981, the center is home to “an organization dedicated to combating antisemitism, racism, and prejudice with 
the ultimate goal of developing a moral and just community through its extensive outreach of educational and cultural 
programs” holocaustedu.org.

On our recent visit with family who live nearby, we had an 
excellent tour conducted by a knowledgeable and dedicated 
volunteer, who showcased multiple compelling exhibits of 
Holocaust visual art and artifacts and engaged us in thoughtful 
discussion. Included were multimedia presentations highlighting 
personal stories of individuals and families, narratives of 
Holocaust historical events, a visual view of Anne Frank’s life 
in the secret annex where  her family hid, and the continuing 
testimony of survivors and those who courageously combatted 
antisemitism then and now. Our reactions to these displays 
were both heart wrenching and deeply inspiring.

When you go, take your time, and allow 2 - 3 hours to visit, 
integrate, and reflect upon your experience. Although walk-in 
attendance is possible, make a reservation to ensure there will 
be ticket availability when you want to go.

Jewish Travel Experiences 

http://www.tbsneedham.org
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Joni Burstein
Azerbaijan & Amsterdam, The Netherlands

Azerbaijan is a secular Muslim country, embracing 
  all peoples and proud of its Jewish influence. Two 

hours outside of its capital live the “Mountain Jews.” We 
pictured something between goats and a 19th century 
village. What we found was a small community of Jews 
who were modern and would probably be the equivalent 

of reform or conservative by American standards. Because there were two 
funerals the day we visited, we met only a handful of people, who showed 
us the synagogue. It was relatably Jewish while showing the influence of 
its surroundings: we were asked to remove our shoes before entering the 
sanctuary, and the floor was covered with rugs. Most of the Mountain Jews 
stay in their community, only occasionally moving into the capital of Baku 
or bringing someone from Baku for marriage. 

In Baku, the tour guide of renown is a Jewish Azerbaijani man named Fuad. 
He studied here in the States and devotes his energies to giving some of 
the most animated and interesting tours we’ve ever experienced. Beyond 
the Jewish influence, Baku stands on its own as a place of architectural 
magnificence and an interesting area to visit. As a Jewish couple from 
Sydney, Australia said to us in the elevator of our hotel, “Who needs 
Europe when you can come to Baku?”

A most memorable moment was visiting the Anne Frank House in 
Amsterdam with my family and in-laws. My in-laws, both Holocaust 
survivors, were 90 years old at the time. Their age didn’t prevent them from 
climbing all the way to see the topmost level of the House. If they could do 
that at 90, I remember thinking, what able-bodied person has any excuse in 
life not to do, to explore, and to remember?

Jill Finkelstein
Portland, Maine 

I recently visited the Maine Jewish Museum in Portland, Maine, and I would encourage you to visit, as this is a real treasure! 
The Museum is housed in the 100-year-old restored Etz Chaim Synagogue.  There is a beautiful sanctuary and gardens. 

Several permanent collections include a photo exhibition of Maine Holocaust survivors and their stories, a display of the 
history of Maine Jews, and a video describing the history of Maine Jewish summer camps.

There are many current and ongoing programs, not just focused on Maine, such as art exhibits, film festivals, concerts and 
panel discussions. They even have a Kids’ Corner for arts and crafts.  mainejewishmuseum.org.



Jeffrey Kaufman
Spain 

Seven members of the TBS community participated in 
a tour of Spain with the Orange County Community 

Scholars Program. Spain is a wonderful place to travel, 
with good food and many sites with a connection to its 
Jewish past.  Five hundred years after the expulsion, there 
is a community of around 45,000 Jews, mainly in large 
cities. During the trip, we celebrated Friday night services 
with communities in Barcelona and Madrid. The photo 
is taken at the Madrid cultural center, where the Jewish 
community meets.  

There is interesting history to be seen in Barcelona, 
Girona, and Toledo. Shadows of the Jewish presence 
are found in Seville, Granada, Cordoba, a cemetery in 
Lucena, and a mikvah in Besalu.

Joe Marcus
Amsterdam, The Netherlands; Bulgaria; Budapest, Hungary; Berlin, Germany; & Barcelona, Spain

When traveling, with few exceptions, I do not seek out Jewish touchstones, but when encountered, I feel drawn to them 
and comfortable. It is unfortunate that world events are such that places I have been blessed to explore are not as 

accessible as they were. Here are a few I had the chance to visit.

In Amsterdam, in addition to the Anne Frank House, I was able to 
explore the Portuguese Synagogue dating from the 1600s and the 
Reform Jewish Congregation’s avant-garde edifice. 

In Vidin, Bulgaria, a walking tour of the town passed by a derelict 
synagogue. The tour guide explained that when a religious structure 
was appropriated by the state, it was converted to an alternate use. 
Common choices included warehouse, stable, or shooting gallery. 
The Vidin Synagogue, the second largest in Bulgaria, built in 1894, 
was used as a warehouse.

Budapest had the Dohany Street (“Tobacco Road”) Synagogue 
that was restored to its pre-war glory with a modest grant from 
the Hungarian Government and a lot of contributions from US 
Jews (Estee Lauder and Tony Curtis were major benefactors). The 
Central Synagogue on Lexington Avenue in Manhattan is a copy 
of the building. On the grounds of the Dohany Street Synagogue is 
a Holocaust Memorial. A few blocks away, the Rumbach synagogue 
is being transformed back from a house of wares to a house of 
worship. Near Parliament, along the river, sculpted bronze shoes 
stand as a memorial to victims of countless executions on the Pest 
bank of the Danube.

Jewish Travel Experiences continued… 
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Berlin’s Memorial to Murdered Jews of Europe has a large 
sculpture of various concrete blocks constructed in part of 
the area, near the Brandenburg Gate, that was “no man’s 
land” when the Berlin wall separated East and West Berlin. 
Concrete blocks impose cold and isolating walks; below 
the concrete blocks is a museum to honor the murdered 
Jews.  It is a unique design and managed by the education 
department.  In all honesty, I had a difficult time but the 
experience was worth it. As a footnote, the museum is 
close to where the Third Reich high-command bunker was 

located.  Shortly after the war, what remained of the bunker 
was filled with concrete to make it impossible to be reused 
for any purpose.

In Barcelona, near the Gaudi Church, is the Greater 
Synagogue of Barcelona, which dates back to Roman times.  
It was closed during the Spanish Inquisition and did not 
reopen until 1987, forcing Truro in Newport, RI, out of the 
Guinness World Records. 

Susan Sloane
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania

Our daughter and her family live outside Philadelphia, so we've had reason to visit the Weitzman National Museum of 
American Jewish History.  The museum building is very attractive, and its permanent collection is well worth seeing.  

Plus, temporary exhibits often focus on contemporary issues and events.  (My favorite featured the evolution of Jewish 
summer camps.)  Open currently on Fridays, Saturdays, and Sundays, the museum does not charge admission at this time. 
The cherry on top: the New York Jewish Week newspaper named the Weitzman gift shop "one of the best-curated museum 
stores around." theweitzman.org
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Jenny Small
Montreal, Canada

In July 2023, my husband, Josh, and I took a vacation in Montreal. 
Over 90,000 Jews live in Montreal, and we learned all about the city’s 

cultural history during a tour called Iconic Dishes: Jewish Montreal, 
The Original Tour! The tour was led by Round Table Food Tours 
roundtablefoodtours.com/tour/jewish-montreal-original-tour. The half-day 
walking tour made 10 total stops. We got the chance to taste foods at competitor 
delis (Lester’s vs. Schwartz’s), bagel shops (Fairmount vs. St-Viateur, which is in 
my picture), and pastry shops (Cheskie vs. Hof Kelsten); plus we enjoyed falafel at 
Falafel Yoni, ice cream at Ripples, kosher fortune cookies, and shots of Crown Royal 
in front of Leonard Cohen’s house. All of these businesses are owned and/or run 
by Jews. Along the way, we bonded with other Jewish tourists from around North 
America and learned so much from our amazing tour guide. We highly recommend 
Round Table Food Tours!

Ed and Janet Zaval
Boston, Massachusetts

We recently had the pleasure of 
“discovering” the Vilna Shul.  Surrounded 

by narrow gaslit streets and the brick sidewalks 
of Beacon Hill, this synagogue was built in 1919 
as an Orthodox congregation by immigrants 
primarily from Vilna, Lithuania. At that time, 
it was one of dozens of immigrant synagogues in 
the neighborhood, but by the 1980s, the Jewish 
community had almost entirely left the area and 
the building was virtually abandoned. After 
much debate, and following years of decline, it 
was decided to restore the synagogue as a Jewish 
heritage and cultural center.  Responding to a 
new, growing migration of Jewish residents who 
prefer to live downtown, the Vilna is now adding 
religious services for major holidays, young-
family Shabbats, and community programming.  
We were awed by the interior spaces, the simple 
furnishings, and photographs reflecting a long 
lost era, as well as its passionate commitment to 
the future.

Jewish Travel Experiences continued… 
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Peggy Lowenstein & Steven 
Berez

David Berg
Meredith Berger
Daniel & Shimrit Black
Rachel & Rob Black
Susan Braslove & Shirley Rosen
Marcia & Ken Brier
Rachel & Aaron Bright
Marilyn & Bob Brooks
The Clark Family
Deb, David, Grace & Abby 

Cohen
Marcia Berkowitz & Marc 

Cohen
Jan & Marty Cohen
Daniel & Jodi Cooper
Nancy & Steve Cutter
The Damelin Family
The Eisenberg Family
Paul & Cindi Elias
The Elin Family
Amanda Fernandes
Fialkov Family
Sarah & Jamie Fleckner
Brustowicz Fleischman Family
The Fox Family
The Fried Family
Ed Friedman & Andrea Meister
Amy & Mark Furman
Beth & John Gamel
The Gassman Family
The Geist Family
Carol & Hal Gershman
Roberta Gerson
Jordan Glicksman & Jacqueline 

Berman
Larry & Susan Goldberg
Greenfield/van Ackere Family
Gurvis Family
Hagler Family
Linda & Dave Hill
Leah & Aaron Hirshfield
Ron & Judy Jacobs
Jamie & Ben Jacobson
The Johnston Family
Julia & Aaron Kanarek
Schwitzer Family
Cara & Bradley Karelitz
The Katz Family
The Kendall-Zelig Family
The Kogan Family
Mary Kraft & Jeff Kaufman
The Lambert Family
Levitan Family
The Levy-Konesky Family
Mimi & JJ - Grandparents of 

the Lipshutz Kids
David & Kiersten Lowe
The Austin-Marder Family
Andrew & Allison Margolies
Chris Markley
The Marks Family
Andrea & Jim Masterman
Trina Novak & Jim Mavor
Margaret & Scott McConchie
Jen Meyers & Ben Zoll
Marsha & Edward Moller
The Morahan Family

TBS ANNUAL FUND
DONOR
Randy & Chris Battat
Anne Bello
Michael & Paula Blachman
Jane & Robert Blauvelt
The Bor Family
Marcy & Adam Cheifetz
The Cohen Family
Michael & Lauren Corkin
Jeff Cotton & Beth Crastnopol
Dworkin Family
The Gruen Family
Heyligers Family
Leah & Aaron Hirshfield
The Huberman Family
Ken & Kim Jenney
Marisa & Keith Kenney & Family
The Keselman Family
Nancy & Gerry Koss
Phyllis Scherr & Henry Lerner
The Lipshutz Family
The Madison Family
Vivian & Richard Marson
Megan Mayer
Beth McCarthy
Morris M. Rand Memorial 

Foundation, Inc.
Nelson & Lesley Nemser
Joanie & Rick Olin
Ina & John Portnoy
The Ritzer Family
Mara Schonberg
Stephen & Sandra Shusterman
Lois & Ron Sockol
Marsha Weinberg
Carson Lemieux
Jason & Rachael Zukus

DONOR IN APPRECIATION OF
The Feinberg Family Rabbi Jay Perlman & Emily Perlman & 

Rabbi Todd Markley
The Sisitsky Family Emily Perlman for her help in 

preparing Madelyn for her Bat 
Mitzvah.

DONOR IN HONOR OF
The Fried Family In honor of Tzipi & Adam's wedding
The Schatz Family Sydney's Bat Mitzvah
The Schreider Family Ben Greenstein

DONOR IN MEMORY OF
Michael & Julie Bailit Robert Kowal
Kenneth Bernstein Rebecca Lauren Bernstein
The Distler Family Shirley Harmon
The Fried Family Patricia Ruth White
Suzi & Dave Jordan Rosen, Mitchell & Jordan Relatives
The Rosenfield Family Matthew "Dewey" Rosenfield
Linda, Ed, Lisa & Wendy 

Schreider
Charles Friedman

Elaine Timmons Abraham Berkson
Elaine Timmons Barbara Samuels
The Tseytlin Family Zusman Tseytlin

TBS ANNUAL FUND - ISRAEL SCHOLARSHIP SUPPORT
DONOR
Julie & Aaron Adler
Sheila Aliber
Alperstein Family
Carole Aronson
The Bailit Family
Deborah & Alan Beck

Contributions Donations listed in this issue of the Scroll were received between October 23 and November 27, 2023.
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RABBI PERLMAN'S DISCRETIONARY FUND
DONOR
Karen Weston

DONOR IN APPRECIATION OF
Judith & Doron Barzilay TBS's participation in the March for 

Israel in Washington, DC
John & Janet Bulian The beautiful wedding ceremony for 

Max & Taryn
Lisa & Noah Pearlstein Rabbi Jay's support following the 

passing of Rochelle Gordon
Mindes, Segaloff & Feinstein 

Families
Rabbi Jay from the family of Fred for 

the beautiful words at his funeral
The Turgel Family Rabbi Jay Perlman for making Eli's 

Bar Mitzvah so meaningful & special

DONOR IN HONOR OF
Michele & Mike Fox Rabbi Jay's guidance & support 

preparing Harrison & Ethan for their 
B'nei Mitzvah

Harvey & Rosanne Greenstein Our grandson Ben Greenstein 
becoming a Bar Mitzvah

Meredith & Mark Kristall Zachary Kristall becoming a Bar 
Mitzvah

Roz & Neil Kushner Ben Greenstein becoming a Bar 
Mitzvah

DONOR IN MEMORY OF
David Brezniak Beatrice Levine Brezniak
Elaine Cohen Eliot K. Cohen
Wendy Faberman Stephen H. Faberman
Len Green Arlene Green
Ann Lurie Rose Green
Ann Lurie Lawrence Green
Murray & Barbara May Margery Bailit
Gail Hope Kosloff Frederick Feinstein
Gail Kosloff & Robert Saltzman Margery Bailit
Lena Savikovsky Lyubov Sirotina
Abby Sherry Margery Bailit

RABBI MARKLEY'S DISCRETIONARY FUND
DONOR
Joanna, Josh, & Lyla
Rob Steinberg

DONOR IN APPRECIATION OF
Susan Carp Rabbi Todd Markley
Anne & Michael Glanz Rabbi Todd Markley
Meredith & Mark Kristall Rabbi Todd's support preparing 

Zachary Kristall for his Bar Mitzvah
Debbie & Jeff Kublin Rabbi Todd for the beautiful naming 

ceremony of our grandson, Blake 
Asher Brown

Lisa & Noah Pearlstein Rabbi Todd's support following the 
passing of Rochelle Gordon

The Sisitsky Family Rabbi Todd for making Madelyn's Bat 
Mitzvah service so special

Arielle & Max Spiegel Rabbi Todd for the beautiful baby 
naming of our daughter Violet

DONOR IN HONOR OF
The Family of Mildred "Millie" 

Cohen
Rabbi Markley's beautiful eulogy at 

our mother Mildred "Millie" Cohen's 
funeral

Michele & Mike Fox Rabbi Todd Markley for making Ethan 
& Harrison's B'nei Mitzvah so 
special

DONOR IN MEMORY OF
David Brezniak Beatrice Levine Brezniak
Geoff & Melanie Kooris George Markley
Chris Markley George J. Markley
Cynthia Silverman Lee M. Silverman
Herb Tobin Lorraine Tobin
The Children of Norman 

Wallack
Norman Wallack

The Muroff Family
The Narkiewicz Family
The Noon Family
Steve & Sally Patkin
Susan Patkin
Sandra & Rob Petitt
The Popkin Family
The Rand Family
Judi & Jack Remondi
Dana Ropper & Greg Shiferman
The Scharf Family
The Schmalz Family
Phil & Jamie Schreiber
Schwank Family
The Seidman Family
Amy & Aaron Shapiro
The Shaw Family
Ellen & Michael Sheetz
Geoffrey & Pamela Sherman
The Shiloh Family
The Shulman Family
Jon & Becky Shusterman
James Silver
Lisa & Michael Simon
Steven & Malerie Singer
The Small Family
Robert & Sara Smith
Rhonda & Benjamin King 

Spector
Larry, Suzanne, Socks & Mia 

Stein
Tanner Family
Steven & Allyson Van Dam
Jackie & David Waller
Brian & Jane Weinstein
Ken & Amy Willis
Harriet B. Yogel
The Starr Zakin Family
Janet & Ed Zaval

DONOR IN APPRECIATION OF
Beth Pinals & Bill Jewett Judy & Don Pinals
The Sarasohn Family Rabbi Todd
The Shneyder Family Sheyna Shneyder

DONOR IN HONOR OF
Shiloh-Andrews Family Our Family In Israel
Blaustein Family Arnold Blaustein
Ralph & Elayne Crystal Ben Regen
Ralph & Elayne Crystal Tomer Hollender
Maya Hurwitz Maya Hurwitz
Rose A. Lewis Temple Beth Shalom Staff
Laura & David Shapiro The Partush Family of Nirim
Jerry T. Sherman David Sherman as he flies to Israel 

Thursday night to volunteer his 
services.

DONOR IN MEMORY OF
Alberts Family Frank Hecht
Harry Cohen Sylvia Cohen
The Gorman Family Robert Faneuil & Mike Gorman
Verna & Michael Gurwitz Florence & Norman Gurwitz
The Herrera Family Raphael Zahler
Laura Goldfarb & Noah & Devin 

Karp
Debbie Goldfarb

Michael & Robin Perlman Benjamin Perlman
The Shack-Rogers Family Stanley Kravetz
Seth Salinger Sharon Singer Salinger
Jennifer & Michael Weinstein Jeffrey Wise

Contributions continued… The Minimum donation for contributions to be listed in the Scroll is $18.00.
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Harriet Lieb Lillian Drooker
Lois Raskind Margery Bailit
Seymour & Paula Rosen Manuel Rosen
Sandra & Steve Shusterman Melissa Vosburgh
Les Yampolsky & Carolyn 

Pivnick
Robert Zunick

Les Yampolsky & Family Millie Cohen

CHILDREN'S CENTER FUND
DONOR
Sasha Kopp & Robert Hass
Anna Romanovsky & Alex 

Kuzakovsky
Aaron & Jamie Miller Family

DONOR IN HONOR OF
Marlene & Jerry Schultz The birth of David & Judy Pearl's 

grandson, Koa Wilder

DONOR IN MEMORY OF
Nancy & Steve Cutter Sheldon Shapiro
Roberta Gerson Thelma Gerson
Lawrence Kosow Jack Kosow
Debbie & Jeff Kublin Abraham Kublin
Stephen Stein Eunice Duchin

EDUCATION ENDOWMENT FUND
DONOR IN MEMORY OF
Janice Golden Arthur Reinbach
Fawn Segaloff & Danny Cottler Fred Feinstein

ELEMENTARY EDUCATION FUND
DONOR
Brenda Tribush

DONOR IN APPRECIATION OF
Lauren & Jeff Greenstein Sheira Rosenfield preparing Ben for 

his Bar Mitzvah
Lauren & Jeff Greenstein Sarah Damelin's help in Ben's Bar 

Mitzvah journey

DONOR IN HONOR OF
Meredith & Mark Kristall Sara Berk supporting Zachary on his 

Bar Mitzvah journey
Kenneth Magida The Consecration of my 

granddaughter, Lila Magida

DONOR IN MEMORY OF
Shelly Bramson Howard Bramson

EMERGENCY RELIEF FUND
DONOR IN APPRECIATION OF
Sharon Tamir TBS for hosting the Israeli community

DONOR IN MEMORY OF
Carole Aronson Margery Bailit
Suzette Johnson Jacques Robert Fresco
Nancy Krieger Maurice Bondy Peiser
Rick Moody Richard "Dick" Moody
Dana Robbins Robert Tischio
Florence Weener Ida Gershman

GENERAL FUND
DONOR
Richard & Ruth Aronson
Matthew Boxer

DONOR IN APPRECIATION OF
Meredith & Mark Kristall Maeve's help putting together 

Zachary's celebrations
Meredith & Mark Kristall Emily Kestenbaum preparing Zachary 

Kristall for his Bar Mitzvah

DONOR IN HONOR OF
Terri & Steve Snyder Madison Schneier becoming a Bat 

Mitzvah

DONOR IN MEMORY OF
Martha & Steve Barrett Margery Bailit
Amy & Matthew Fogelman Margery Bailit

RABBI PINCUS ABRAHAMS' DISCRETIONARY FUND
DONOR IN APPRECIATION OF
The Glover Family Rabbi Pincus Abrahams assisting in 

Chloe Marks' Hebrew Naming
Lauren & Jeff Greenstein Rabbi Elyse's guidance with the d'var 

torah for Ben's Bar Mitzvah
Mindes, Segaloff &Feinstein 

Families
Rabbi Elyse from the family of Fred 

for the beautiful words at his 
funeral

DONOR IN HONOR OF
The Fried Family Rabbi Elyse joining the clergy at 

Temple Beth Shalom

CANTOR FORTINE'S DISCRETIONARY FUND
DONOR IN APPRECIATION OF
Meredith & Mark Kristall Cantor DJ preparing Zachary Kristall 

for his Bar Mitzvah

DONOR IN HONOR OF
Harvey & Rosanne Greenstein Our grandson Ben Greenstein 

becoming a Bar Mitzvah
Roz & Neil Kushner Ben Greenstein becoming a Bar 

Mitzvah

DONOR IN MEMORY OF
Mary Kraft Saul Kraft
Robert Saltzman Aaron David Saltzman
The Stone Family Blanche Shear

BEING JEWISH IN AMERICA FUND
DONOR IN MEMORY OF
Jerry T. Sherman Margery Bailit
Jerry T. Sherman Carolyn E. Sherman
Lauren Soper Gerald Eilberg

CHESED FUND
DONOR IN APPRECIATION OF
Mindes, Segaloff & Feinstein 

Families
Peggy Gassman leading the minyan 

service for Fred Feinstein
Mindes, Segaloff & Feinstein 

Families
Alan Novick leading the minyan 

service for Fred Feinstein

DONOR IN HONOR OF
Beverlee & Richard Bookman Roz & Neil Kushner's 50th wedding 

anniversary
Margie Glou Anne Riskin's special birthday
Margie Glou Peggy & Andy Gassman's 50th 

anniversary
Margie Glou Chuck Wilson becoming Brotherhood 

President
Margie Glou Ben Greenstein becoming a Bar 

Mitzvah

DONOR IN MEMORY OF
Beverlee & Richard Bookman Frederick Feinstein
Beverlee & Richard Bookman Heide Davis
Beverlee & Richard Bookman Robert Kowal
Beverlee & Richard Bookman Myer Sack
Beverlee & Richard Bookman Peter Reeves
Beverlee & Richard Bookman Margery Bailit
Richard Cornell Evelyn Cornell
Alison & Ken Davis Frederick Feinstein
Paul & Cindi Elias Joseph Shore
Paul & Cindi Elias Janet Elias
Jill & Gerry Finkelstein Robert Kowal
Pamela Fisher Roberta Salshutz
Roberta Gerson Mildred "Millie" Cohen
Margie Glou Heide Davis
Margie Glou Millie Cohen
Margie Glou Margery Bailit
Margie Glou Marcia Robinson
Judith Hodor & Harris 

Goldberg
Alan Glou

Marjorie Kimball Leo Singer
Meredith & Mark Kristall Frederick Feinstein
Harriet Lieb Barney Drooker
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Matthew Robinson Sherman Seeche
Jerry T. Sherman Peter Reeves
Sara Jane & Robert Smith Peter Reeves
The Stern Family Margery Bailit
Susan & Steve Tanner Robert Kowal
Les Yampolsky Kayla Yampolsky

TBS ONEG FUND
DONOR IN MEMORY OF
Diana Gaffin Morton Marshak
Linda Lourie Ruth Cutler

JERRY ARANSKY PASSPORT TO ISRAEL FUND
DONOR IN MEMORY OF
Fred Waldman Dianne Waldman
Charles & Leslie Wilson Mildred Cohen
Charles & Leslie Wilson Ann Reiff
Charles & Leslie Wilson Frederick Feinstein

PRAYER BOOK FUND
DONOR IN MEMORY OF
The Channen Family Vivian M. Channen
Eric & Nancy Ostroff Carl Roy Ostroff
Florence Schumacher Evan S. Schumacher
Stephen & Sandra Shusterman Daniel Shusterman
Sandra & Stephen Shusterman Benjamin Gruber

REFUGEE RESETTLEMENT FUND
DONOR IN MEMORY OF
Arlene Katzman Lilyan Cohen
Arlene Katzman Martin T. Katzman
David & Jean Gumpert Margery Bailit
Elaine Kantrowitz Ann Kantrowitz
Marge Lewin & Hilary Jean Margery Bailit
Liza Meyerhardt Jeffrey Halpern

SAFETY & SECURITY FUND
DONOR
Elana & Aaron Block
Seth & Jenni Goodman
Lindsay & Ben Hittman
Kahn Family
Henry & Carole Mittelman
Sandy Ropper
Jennifer & Brad Weiner

DONOR IN APPRECIATION OF
Starr Family TBS & Mayim Tamid for all the safety 

measures in keeping our 
community safe.

DONOR IN HONOR OF
Jill Glazer Robert Glazer, Lindsay Hittman, Owen 

& Cooper Hittman

DONOR IN MEMORY OF
Myra Barsky Samuel Barsky
The Segaloff Family Margery Bailit
Bernie & Cheryl Segaloff Marcia Robinson
Gertrude Silverstein Margery Bailit

SANCTUARY FLOWER FUND
DONOR IN MEMORY OF
Carol Gershman Ebba Jacobson
Carol Gershman Joan Knapton
Carol & Hal Gershman Robert Kowal
Beverly Luskin Helen Dwin
Barbara May Peter Reeves

GERSTEN-HOISINGTON SCHOLAR IN RESIDENCE FUND
DONOR IN APPRECIATION OF
Hal & Carol Gershman The Scholar In Residence Program

DONOR IN HONOR OF
Linda Lourie Anne Riskin's special birthday

DONOR IN MEMORY OF
Jane Blauvelt Norman Winston
Dotti Cohen Robert Kowal

Peggy & Andy Gassman Margery Bailit
Julie & Marty Goldberg Frederick Feinstein
Linda & Dave Hill Robert Kowal
The Hill Family Margery Bailit
Marilyn & Rick Lichtman Frederick Feinstein
Lisa, Jeff, Josh & Ben Shapiro Adele Zuckerman
Lisa, Jeff, Josh & Ben Shapiro Ada Kussell
Steve & Terri Snyder William "Bill" Snyder
Terri & Steve Snyder Heide Davis
Terri & Steve Snyder Peter Reeves
Terri & Steve Snyder Margery Bailit

DR. TED CHAMBERLAIN INTERFAITH FELLOWSHIP FUND
DONOR
Amy & Mark Furman

DONOR IN MEMORY OF
Julie & Michael Bailit Marcia Robinson
Nancy & Steve Cutter Heidi Cutter

LIBRARY FUND
DONOR IN MEMORY OF
David Noon Maurice Noon
Alice Rapkin Samuel Kaplan
Michael Shusterman Jennie B. Shusterman
Gertrude Silverstein Anna Wein

RICHARD TODD SACKS LIFELONG JEWISH LEARNING FUND
DONOR IN HONOR OF
Jerry T. Sherman Lauren Corkin's Birthday

DONOR SPEEDY RECOVERY TO
Ralph Melen Dr. Harvey Cohen

DONOR IN MEMORY OF
Ralph Melen Frederick Feinstein
Edward & Janet Zaval Margery Ann Bailit

IRMA AND KIVI GREBBER MEMORIAL FUND
DONOR IN HONOR OF
Terri & Steve Snyder David Grebber's Special Birthday

DONOR IN MEMORY OF
Ruth Aronson Minnie Becker
David Grebber Mollie Raichelson Efland
David Grebber Nancy Grebber
David Grebber Irma Grebber

MICHAEL SOCKOL JEWISH WRITERS FUND
DONOR IN HONOR OF
Lois & Ron Sockol Beth Shalom Garden Club
Lois & Ron Sockol Stephen Staum's birthday
Lois & Ron Sockol Ed Zaval's leadership

DONOR SPEEDY RECOVERY TO
Lois & Ron Sockol Jim Levinson

DONOR IN MEMORY OF
Paul Alpert, Lainie Schnitt & 

Liza Alpert
Marilyn Alper

Margie Sockol Melvin W. Cohen
Lois & Ron Sockol Heide Davis
Lois & Ron Sockol John Nugent
Lois & Ron Sockol Millie Cohen
Lois & Ron Sockol Margery Bailit
Ken Willis Marianna McGuffin
Janet & Ed Zaval Marcia Robinson

MUSIC FUND
DONOR IN MEMORY OF
Roberta Gerson Lena Pearlman
Roberta Gerson Dora Miller
Carole & Henry Mittelman Margery Bailit
Lois Raskind Frederick Feinstein
Lois Raskind Millie Cohen
Lois Raskind Peter Reeves

Contributions continued… Donations listed in this issue of the Scroll were received between October 23 and November 27, 2023.
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Steve & Amy Helfer Robert Kowal
Steve & Amy Helfer Judi Tabachnick
Peter Shapiro Hattie Shapiro
Suzy Tobin Eleanor Laskey

SOCIAL ACTION FUND
DONOR IN MEMORY OF
Martha & Steve Barrett Millie Cohen
Susan Patkin Herman Kaufman

TORAH & SANCTUARY FUND
DONOR IN MEMORY OF
Mark Furman Ann Furman

YOUTH EDUCATION FUND
DONOR IN HONOR OF
Beverlee & Richard Bookman Ben Greenstein becoming a Bar 

Mitzvah
The Greenstein Family Matthew Stern

DONOR IN MEMORY OF
Jeff Cotton Joseph Cotton
Elaine Kantrowitz Harry Kantrowitz
Gertrude Silverstein Heide Davis
Bruce Tribush Michael Tribush

Dotti Cohen & Family Arnie Cohen
Dotti Cohen & Family Hyman Nider
Carol & Hal Gershman Frederick Feinstein
Carol & Hal Gershman Peter Reeves
Linda & Allan Gersten Robert Kowal
Steven Popper Barbara Popper
Rabbi Rifat Sonsino Albert Sonsino

MARJORIE SILVER CAMP SCHOLARSHIP FUND
DONOR SPEEDY RECOVERY TO
James Silver Domenic Butera

DONOR IN MEMORY OF
Marilyn Lichtman Eliot Lifland
Marilyn Lichtman Rhoda Lifland
Marilyn Lichtman Joseph Rosenblatt
Aimee & Jeffrey Mann Trosi & Edward Kaplan
Rabbi Todd Markley George J. Markley

PATTI AND LOUIS GROSSMAN EDUCATION SCHOLARSHIP FUND
DONOR IN HONOR OF
Carole & Henry Mittelman Tzipora Crandell & Adam Klein's 

Marriage
Carole & Henry Mittelman Ben Greenstein becoming a Bar 

Mitzvah

DONOR IN MEMORY OF
David & Dara Grossman Barbara Zakon Levin
Liz & Jake Grossman Morton S. Grossman
Liz & Jake Grossman Rose Grossman
Louis Grossman Morton S. Grossman
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JANUARY 5, 2024
Herbert Ackerman
Rutherford Atkind
Moe Blaustein
Morton Bloch
Barry Bornstein
Jack Bromberg
Archie Cohen
Paula S. Cohen
Arthur Conn
Abe Cramer
Robert Deutsch
Esta Katz Fargotstein
Leonard Fine
Michael Fleegler
Georgia Freid
Ronald Gashin
Cindora Goldberg
Juana "Chiqui" Goldstein
Florence Goodman
Lena Hentoff
Helen Howard
Barbara Hyatt
Michael Johnson
Irving Kams
Mark Klein
Sara Kramer
Naomi Lefcowitz-Dephoure
Jeanne Levine
Mary Lipsitz
Fannie Litcofsky
David L. Loeser
Anne Baker Loss
Frank Lowenstein
William Lurie
Jacqueline Menard
Hyman Needle
Irving Pack
Pauline Phillips
Edward Raskind
Bernard Resnick
Boris Revzin
Max Rosenberg
Nathan Saul
Samuel Schatz
Frances Schultz
Richard Shifman
Abraham Shwom
Jerry Smith
Jeff Vinton
Lawrence Wacks
Ruth Zuker

JANUARY 12
Doris Abrahams
Rita Aronson
Albert Berkowitz
Arthur Cohen
Oma Lynn Cowan
Bessie Darish
Rose Davis
Sonia Ediff
Marion Elfman
Herman Fine
Pauline Fine
Jason Fishman
Arlene Mitchell Fradkin
Karen Frank
Marsha Ginn
Constance L. Gitelman
Louis Glaser
Irwin Glazier
Vera Goldstein

Margery Goodman
Irving Gorden
Sylvia Gordon
Mitchell Grossberg
Jacob Hyman
Kate Kaplan
Miriam Katzman
Stuart S. Kaufman
James Keifer
Esta Keller
Alma Kussell
Jedida Lachower
Seth Lawrence
Rochelle Lefkowitz
Lillian Lefrak
Mark Jay Levinson
Ismael Medina
Nathan R. Melen
Ruth Orkand
Susan Palan
Libby Pearl
Samuel Peck
Barbara Perlman
Sonya A. Pike
Alan Rockmore
Harriette Rosenthal
Lillian Ross
Leonard Rubin
Leonard Sachs
Isadore Sacks
Harry Shapiro
Robert "Bobby" Sharton
Lorraine Berner Sher
Isadore Shulman
Ruth Stanger
Robert J. Star
Frances Stearns
Abraham Arnold 

Tannenbaum
Lillian Wallack
Minnie Yanofsky

JANUARY 19
Dennis Acker
Roger Ambuter
Gary Barrett
Louis Berg
Gladys Berlowe
Sidney Birnbach
Pearl Blum
Kay Bookman
Manuel Cohen
Francesca Czepiga
Sol Davidson
Dorothy K. Diamondstein
Andrew Fink
Felix Flatter
Allen Garf
Doris Geffen
Jerome Daniel Goodman
Leonore Gumpert
Joel Karten
Natalie Kizner
Ernest Lichtman
Stephen Maremont
Bernard Moller
Norman Ostroff
Aileen Phillips
Rochelle Phillips
Evelyn "Tina" Posner
William S. Robinson
Elizabeth Rosenfeld
Gerald Rosenthal
Lawrence Safferstone
James Samter
Louis Satz
Sam Scheib
Sidney Schnitt
Ethel Singer
Anne Sobel
Mier I. Spector
Doris Stern
Linda Stern

Philip Tasgal
Ethel Berkowitz Tobin
Teddy Troderman
Norman Urwitz
Nathan N. Weiner
Herbert L. Weinstein
Miriam Weinstein
Joseph Zeidman

JANUARY 26
Norman Aliber
Zelda Yogel Andler
Charles Appelson
David J. Aronson
Mildred Aronson
Sumner "Sonny" Balder
Melvin Berkowitz
Sally Blatt
Norman L. Blumstein
Morris Butt
Sarah Carmen
Irma Cohen
Miriam S. Cohen
Stanley Coleman
Sylvia Copeland
Dora Crocker
Esther Epstein
Lars Eriksson
Julius Feigelman
Helen Feldberg
Sherman Feller
Saul Fine
Charlotte Francer
Jeannette Freshman
Frank S. Ganak
Evelyn Goldberg
Naomi Goldberg
Samuel H. Goldberg
Harold Golden
Benny Goldsheid
Edward Gottlieb

Irving Gottlieb
Lon Gratz
Jacob Grossman
Shirley Harmon
Renee Hart
Rosalyn Hootstein
Ron Kalish
Amelia Kornfeld
Gertrude Koss
John J. Lerner
Alfred Marcus
Marlena Schreider Masur
Catherine Miller
David E. Miller
Kevin Palan
Goldie Pinals
Anita Polivy
Edward Reiser
Nathan Roberts
Dorothy Rosenblatt
Anna Roth
Elizabeth Satz
Lillian W. Scheibel
Laura Schuyler
Joel Seidman
Eric Sharton
Sarah R. Sherman
Marjorie Silver
David Silverman
Norman Simon
Thelma Simonini
Joseph "Joe" Singer
Robert W. Stager
Alex Steinberg
Henry Stone
Susan Devora Tamir
Rose Tasgal
Albert Weener
Morris Weinberg
Elizabeth Zalinger
Eli Zaval

Yahrzeits

Joe and Robin Cohen, Alan and Martha Cohen, and Margie and Jim Sockol 
Jeremy, Sydney, William, Matthew, Benjamin, Brian, and Danielle 

on the passing of their mother and grandmother, Mildred “Millie” Cohen

Brett and Janie Lubarsky, and Jake 
on the passing of their grandfather and great-grandfather, L. Arnold Goralnick

Lee and Amy Levitt, Jonathan and Rachel 
on the passing of their father and grandfather, Daniel Levitt

Judy Belgrade, Ari and Shira, Evan and Christina, and Daniel and Rebecca 
Joaquim, Keila, Gili, Nava, Liora, and Asa 

on the passing of their husband, father and grandfather, Peter Reeves

Michael and Julie Bailit, and Rachel Bailit 
David and Eli 

on the passing of their mother and grandmother, Margery Bailit

Matt and Emily Robinson, Shira and Ava 
on the passing of their stepmother and grandmother, Marcia Robinson

Trudi and Nate Koslof, Jackson and Parker 
on the passing of their father and grandfather, Herbert Pugatch

May God Remember Our Loved Ones and Bring Comfort to...
Yizkor Elohim  —  יזכור אלהים
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Eastern Bank is committed to recognizing the good  
in our communities and celebrating the work of

TEMPLE BETH SHALOM

Eastern takes pride in its outspoken advocacy and community support  
that includes $240 million in charitable giving since 1994. 

Join us to make a difference at joinusforgood.com 

Member FDIC

GOOD 
SUPPORTS

 PLEASE SUPPORT OUR ADVERTISERS
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Learn how we
can turn your
real estate goals
into reality 
this season

BUYING OR
SELLING?
 In today's competitive market, having a seasoned real estate
agent by your side is crucial. With over 30 years of industry
experience, we're here to make your dreams a reality. 

Let us handle the challenging real estate environment from
valuing, marketing, and negotiating your home or your next
home’s worth, ensuring you get the best deal and maximize
your savings.

6 1 7 . 4 6 3 . 9 8 1 6

S H U L K I N W I L K G R O U P @ C O M P A S S . C O M  
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All we are for all you can be.

Orchard Cove | NewBridge on the Charles | Hebrew Rehabilitation Center

Senior Living Residences

Aging Research 

Home Care 

Wolk Center for Memory Health

Long-Term Care 

 

Short-Term Rehabilitation

Dementia Care 

Outpatient Rehabilitation 

Palliative Care 

And More > (781) 897-7579
Scan to explore or  
visit allweareforyou.org

 PLEASE SUPPORT OUR ADVERTISERS
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Bicycle Sales, Fitting and Service 
 

             
   

                
www.apexvelo.com   

999 Boylston Street, Newton, MA 02461  
 (617) 244-3970 barry@apexvelo.com 

Temple Beth Shalom Family Members Since 1992 

 

Representing many fine companies such as 

www.AronsonInsurance.com 

Protecting our Friends and 
Neighbors since 1919 

Wishing you a happy, healthy 
New Year and praying for 
peace in 2024!
Give me a call to help with your real 

estate needs, buying or selling....

Results that move you!

Jill Finkelstein
—
Real Estate Sales Specialist
781.258.7014
jill.fi nkelstein@compass.com

compass.com

JILL FINKELSTEIN IS A REAL ESTATE BROKER AFFILIATED WITH COMPASS, A LICENSED 
REAL ESTATE BROKER AND ABIDES BY EQUAL HOUSING OPPORTUNITY LAWS.
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