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Speaking of designing and building, your fellow congregants on the Editorial
Board would like your input as we design and build future Scrolls. Please complete
the survey here: http://t-b-s.me/ScrollSurvey, or scan the QR code:
In upcoming issues of the Scroll, we would love to feature your input.
Email scroll@tbsneedham.org.
Are you in banking, finance, mortgage, accounting, tax work, investments, etc.? The
Scroll wants to hear your story – what got you interested in your field, something
meaningful to you about being in it, and timely or unique words of advice you
might have for fellow congregants based on your knowledge and experience.
Deadline: January 15, 2021. Word limit: 175 words. Feel free to include a relevant
photo.
Are you in theater? We know lights are dimmed in theaters these days, but the
Scroll wants to shine a spotlight on you! Whether acting, dancing, singing,
producing, directing, or making the costumes… if you put your theater passion
into action, we want to know! Please tell us what you do, how you first discovered
you had talent in this arena, and a favorite story of your time in theater.
Deadline: March 15, 2021. Word limit: 175 words. Feel free to include a relevant
photo or two.
Schmears, Schmaltz, and Schlag – Do you have a passion for cooking Jewish foods?
Join our Jewish Food Passion Pageant! Send us up to three photos of your favorite
creations for our June Scroll photo feature. If you have a little story to share, you
may include that too – up to 100 words. Deadline: April 15.
Do you feel a spark of warmth, belonging, or joy because of your connection to
TBS? From a fellow congregant’s kindness to hearing a sermon that spoke to you
deeply to, well, maybe, reading something inspiring in the Scroll(!), if you have
felt that extra something you’re willing to tell us about, we would certainly love to
hear it and so would others. Please email us your story, keeping it to 150 words or
so. There’s no deadline: we’ll publish these as they come in.

Joni Burstein on behalf of the Editorial Board
Correction

W

ith apologies, we would like to
correct errors in the December
Scroll. Please enjoy this photo of members
Harvey and Phyllis Katz.
The Katz family at TBS includes Harvey
and Phyllis Katz and their two sons and
families: Gary and his wife, Linda, their
son Joshua and their daughter Alyssa and
her husband Todd Bloch and daughters
Ellie (age 8) and Sara (age 4); and Jeffrey and his
wife, Laura, their son Andrew and their daughter
Jessie and her husband Matt Kaufman.

Harvey and Phyllis Katz
at L'Chaim in 2018

Online Shabbat Services in January
FRIDAY, JANUARY 1 (18 TEVET 5781)
6:15 PM — Erev Shabbat Service (Online)
SATURDAY, JANUARY 2 (18 TEVET 5781)
Torah: VaYechi, Gen. 47:28 — 50:26
8:30 AM — Shabbat Morning Minyan (Online)
9:00 AM — Torah Study (Online)
9:15 AM — Finding Our Jewish Values in Torah (Online)
10:30 AM — Torah Study is Great, But What Happens in
the REST of the Hebrew Bible?
B. Mitzvah: Aleeza Shusterman
FRIDAY, JANUARY 8 (25 TEVET 5781)
6:15 PM — Tot Shabbat (Online)
6:15 PM — Erev Shabbat Service (Online)
SATURDAY, JANUARY 9 (25 TEVET 5781)
Torah: Shmot, Ex. 1:1 — 6:1
8:30 AM — Shabbat Morning Minyan (Online)
9:00 AM — Torah Study (Online)
9:15 AM — Finding Our Jewish Values in Torah (Online)
B. Mitzvah: Jessica Brayer
FRIDAY, JANUARY 15 (3 SHEVAT 5781)
6:15 PM — Erev Shabbat Service (Online)

SATURDAY, JANUARY 16 (3 SHEVAT 5781)
Torah: VaEra, Ex. 6:2 — 9:35
8:30 AM — Shabbat Morning Minyan (Online)
9:00 AM — Torah Study (Online)
9:15 AM — Finding Our Jewish Values in Torah (Online)
FRIDAY, JANUARY 22 (10 SHEVAT 5781)
6:15 PM — Erev Shabbat Service (Online)
SATURDAY, JANUARY 23 (10 SHEVAT 5781)
Torah: Bo, Ex 10:1 — 13:16
8:30 AM — Shabbat Morning Minyan (Online)
9:00 AM — Torah Study (Online)
9:15 AM — Finding Our Jewish Values in Torah (Online)
B. Mitzvah: Devin Karp
B. Mitzvah: Zachary Baum
FRIDAY, JANUARY 29 (17 SHEVAT 5781)
6:15 PM — Erev Shabbat Service (Online)
SATURDAY, JANUARY 30 (17 SHEVAT 5781)
Torah: B’shalach, Ex 13:17 — 17:16
8:30 AM — Shabbat Morning Minyan (Online)
9:00 AM — Torah Study (Online)
9:15 AM — Finding Our Jewish Values in Torah (Online)
B. Mitzvah: Delia Rauch
Note: Please join the TBS Community for Minyan
Monday and Thursday mornings at 7:00 AM
Tuesday through Thursday evenings at 6:45 PM
Zoom links are in the TBS weekly email.

Committee Meetings in January - Stay Involved!
TBS Committee Meetings will be virtual online meetings via Zoom until further notice,
to implement health measures for COVID-19. Committees not listed will not meet formally.

Committee Name

Upcoming Meeting Date

Email Contact for Information

Adult Learning
Brotherhood
Communications
Environmental Action
Scroll Editorial Board
Sisterhood
Social Action
Three Score/More or Less
Tzedek
Worship

Wed. Jan. 6, 7:15 PM
Tues. Jan. 12, 7:15 PM
Wed. Jan. 20, 7:15 PM
Thurs. Jan. 28, 7:15 PM
Tues. Jan. 5, 12:00 PM
Thurs. Jan. 21, 7:30 PM
Wed. Jan. 13, 7:15 PM
Mon. Jan. 4, 7:30 PM
Wed. Jan. 13, 7:15 PM
Tues. Jan. 19, 7:15 PM

adultlearning@tbsneedham.org
brotherhood@tbsneedham.org
communications@tbsneedham.org
EnvironAction@tbsneedham.org
scroll@tbsneedham.org
sisterhood@tbsneedham.org
socialaction@tbsneedham.org
threescoremoreorless@tbsneedham.org
tzedek@tbsneedham.org
worship@tbsneedham.org

For further information, please check with the Committee chair at the email address provided.

Welcome New Members
Jordan and Lauren Sneider and Marlo (1)

www.tbsneedham.org
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From Our Clergy

A Place We Call Home
By Rabbi Todd Markley

I

f we were to enumerate a list of core Jewish values, I think we would be hard-pressed to leave
“the primacy and sanctity of home” off of that list. Evidence for this abounds:
•

As soon as a Jewish community forms - anywhere in the world - they most often
set about creating a physical space in which to gather. The synagogue has three common names in Hebrew: beit
ha-k’nesset - a house of gathering, beit ha-t’fillah - a house of prayer, and beit ha-midrash - a house of study.

•

We imagine the entire people as being one giant home in which Jewish life and tradition live. In the words of our
prayer books, when we take Torah from its home inside the ark, we refer to ourselves as Beit Ya’akov - The House of
Jacob.

•

We are also known as the People Israel, forever in covenantal relationship with the Land of Israel, our nation’s
home. For 2,000 years, we were homeless, and among our foremost prayers each day was that God please gather us
from the four corners of the earth and allow us to return home. Within the land, within the walls of its capital in
Jerusalem, stands the site where The Temple - God’s house - once stood.

•

Ever since The Temple’s destruction in 70 AD at the hands of the Romans, the Rabbis declared that - now and
forever - each home where Judaism is practiced and lived is a Mikdash Me’at - a miniature Temple. What was once
the sacrificial altar was now to be our families’ meal tables in our homes.

•

We hang a mezuzah - filled with words of Torah - upon the doorposts of our homes, ever-present reminders that our
homes are sacred spaces.

•

Our marriage rituals take place beneath a huppah - ritually representing the couple’s first shared home together as
spouses.

•

Each year, when the High Holy Days have concluded, we erect sukkot - temporary shelters - in the great outdoors
as reminders of just how impermanent our ancestors’ domiciles were on their wilderness journey. A week of living
outdoors in the sukkah is intended to - among other goals - remind us of just how blessed we are to have more
permanent homes to which we can return when the festival is complete.

With our homes playing such central roles in our Jewish tradition, it is fitting that this month’s edition of the Scroll is focused
on those in our community who help us to find and care for our homes. In this year of travel restrictions, quarantines, and
stay-at-home orders, the places where we live are more important to us than ever - and our concerns for those without such
sanctuary more alarming to us than ever. Particularly now
- as we approach winter’s coldest weeks - we are grateful for
our homes, for the shelter and security they provide, and for
those who help us to live our lives within them.

Green Tip

Buy recycled paper and print on both sides. When
using paper in the office, print on both sides of the
sheet and recycle the paper when you are
finished. By recycling one ton of paper,
you can save 17 trees, almost 7,000 gallons of water, and more than three cubic
yards of landfill space!
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January Highlights
Wine and Cheese, Women and Torah
Monday, January 11, at 7:15 PM
Sip and schmooze with the women of TBS and enjoy an enlightening Torah study with
Rabbi Julie Bressler on Zoom. Using text from "The Torah: A Women's Commentary (URJ
Press 2007)," we will explore the topic "Biblical women you didn't learn about in Hebrew
school." Please join us for an amazing evening of study and socializing.
Please register at t-b-s.me/WomenAndTorah to receive a Zoom link by email.
Questions? Contact: Sisterhood (sisterhood@tbsneedham.org)

Beth Shalom Garden Club: A Design Program with Sandra Sigman of Les Fleurs, Andover
Tuesday, January 19, 7:15 PM
Sandra Sigman of Les Fleurs, Andover, will present a design program, "Flowers with a French Flair.” Ms.
Sigman lived in France for 18 months and was inspired by the French flower shops to start her own business.
She will delight everyone with her beautiful designs.
This is a virtual program and available to members only. If you are not a member of Beth Shalom Garden Club,
you are welcome to join our club.
For information on becoming a member, contact: gardenclub@tbsneedham.org

Join Our Monthly Bag Lunch and Food Collection for Homeless Shelters!
Friday, January 15, 9:15 - 9:45 AM
Join TBS Social Action as we collect brown bag lunches and breakfast foods for donation to homeless
shelters in the Brockton area.
This is a great project to do individually or as a family! There are many ways to participate! Assemble, bag
lunches or donate any of many breakfast foods needed to feed shelter guests.
Sign-up and see food items needed at: t-b-s.me/tbsbaglunch
We will collect ALL items on Friday, January 15, 9:15 - 9:45 AM in the TBS front Parking Lot. We will be
on the far side from the temple, along Highland Ave., closest to Webster St., ready to transfer your items
from your car. Please contact socialaction@tbsneedham.org with questions.

In-Person Volunteer Opportunity for Ages 13+: Medically Tailored Meals for the Chronically Ill
The TBS Social Action Committee is once again partnering with Community Servings (communityservings.org)
to help provide medically tailored, nutritious, scratch-made meals to chronically and critically-ill
individuals and their families. Volunteers will help with tasks like peeling and chopping vegetables,
portioning and packaging food, and packing meal bags for delivery. This is an amazing volunteer
experience!
Volunteers will meet at 179 Amory Street, Jamaica Plain, a 25-minute drive from TBS. Plenty
of parking is available in the lot. Masks must be worn throughout as part of the COVID-safe
environment. Orientation will be provided along with support throughout all shifts. Volunteers must be 13 years of age or
over. All volunteers under age 18 should complete the Youth Waiver, which can be found at bit.ly/csyouthwaiver.
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To register and sign up to fill any of the shifts listed below, go to: t-b-s.me/communityservings
Monday, January 25: 9:00 AM - 12:00 noon
Tuesday, January 26: 1:00 - 5:00 PM
Wednesday, January 27: 9:00 AM - 12:00 noon
Thursday, January 28: 1:00 - 5:00 PM
Friday, January 29: 9:00 AM - 12:00 noon
For questions or more information, contact: socialaction@tbsneedham.org

TBS Adult Learning Presents “Live Your Best Life”
with Angela Labonte, Certified Health and Wellness Coach, Orchard Cove
Sunday, January 10, 11:00 AM
A little planning can go a long way, especially when it puts you
on a path to the life you want to live. Gain insight into what
truly matters most to you. Identify your must-haves for the next
chapter of your life. Whatever matters most, we believe you deserve to live the life you desire.
Please register at t-b-s.me/BestLife to get a Zoom link by email.
Questions? Contact: Adult Learning (adultlearning@tbsneedham.org)

TBS Movie Discussion: “The Red Sea Diving Resort” (Netflix)
Sunday, January 31, 7:00 – 8:30 PM
Three Score/More or Less, TBS Adult Learning, and TBS Tzedek will jointly host
the next movie and discussion: “The Red Sea Diving Resort” (Netflix, 2 h 10 min).
The film tells the riveting true story of a group of Mossad agents in the early ‘80s who
rescued hundreds of Jewish-Ethiopian refugees through Sudan and then back to Israel.
Join us, using the movie as a backdrop, to discuss the little-known history of Ethiopian
Jews and their long-term societal challenges. Breakout rooms with facilitators will
allow for lively conversations.
The movie is to be viewed on Netflix prior to the event. If you don’t have access to Netflix, contact Rahel
Gruenberg (rgruenberg@tbsneedham.org) for assistance. Open to the entire TBS community.
Please register at t-b-s.me/RedSeaMovie to receive a Zoom link by email.
Questions? Contact: Gary Goldman (threescoremoreorless@tbsneedham.org) Deena Siegel (tzedek@tbsneedham.org) or
Lois Sockol (adultlearning@tbsneedham.org). Once registered, you will receive the Zoom information via email.
Questions? Contact: Adultlearning@tbsneedham.org

Green Tip
Fluorescent light bulbs contain toxic mercury and
should not be tossed in the trash. This includes
straight, round and U-shaped lamps. You can bring
them to the recycling shed at the Needham transfer
station or drop off unbroken CFLs at Home Depot
or Lowe’s stores. Let’s all do our part for a brighter
world!
www.tbsneedham.org

7

Recurring Events
"Socratic Paths: Jerusalem and Athens" with Jason Happel
Sunday mornings, January through April, 9:30 to 10:45 AM
Two cities, signifying the sources of philosophic reason and biblical revelation, gave birth
to two ways of life. Writers who are sensitive to these ways have explored whether they
are always in tension or can be reconciled. Join us for a series of short texts that raise the
question, in different ways, of the relationship between these two orientations.
"Socratic Paths" offers an opportunity to slow down, read carefully, and converse with
others who are interested in understanding what several worthwhile books have to say.
We practice shared inquiry, engaging with a text and other readers. An experienced
facilitator helps discussions unfold naturally, in light of the reading. Each of the following
four readings on the topic is scheduled to begin on the first Sunday of the month and run for four sessions. A
special one-session introduction will be offered on January 31. All sessions will be on Zoom (video or telephone). You can
register for one or more months. All sessions are free.
• January 3, 10, 17, 24: Aristophanes, Clouds
• January 31: Jerusalem and Athens: Guiding Questions
• February 7, 14, 21, 28: Sophocles, Antigone
• March 7, 14, 21, 28: Plato, Euthyphro
•

April 4, 11, 18, 25: Rousseau, Profession of Faith of the Savoyard Vicar

Please register for this class at t-b-s.me/socraticpaths to receive a Zoom link by email.
For more information visit: brasidasbooks.xyz/programs

Book Discussion: How to Be an Antiracist
Tuesday evenings, January 12, 19, 26, Feb 2, 7:15 PM
Join Rabbi Julie Bressler as we read and discuss Dr. Ibram X. Kendi's significant book How to Be an
Antiracist. In this work, Dr. Kendi guides readers through a widening circle of antiracist ideas that helps
readers see all forms of racism, understand their consequences, and work to oppose them in our systems
and in ourselves. In these sessions, we will reflect on the book in sections and discuss ways to continue the
work both internally and externally. Ideally, participants will attend all of the sessions.
• Session 1: Introduction - Chapter 5
• Session 2: Chapters 6 -11
• Session 3: Chapters 12 - 15
• Session 4: Chapters 16 - 18 and Next Steps
Please register at t-b-s.me/AntiRacist to receive a Zoom link by email.
Questions? Contact: Jessica Baim (jbaim@tbsneedham.org)

Israel is Beautiful - A TBS Virtual Journey
Three Sunday morning Zoom sessions through March. Starting
Sunday, January 24 at 9:30 AM.
Attend a guided tour of Israel with TBS from your couch! Join the TBS Adult and
Family Learning Committee for this immersive and educational Israel experience.
Join guided video tours with live interactive discussion from Peter Abelow, our
personal guide in Israel.
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This Virtual Israel Experience is free to TBS Member Families, $36 for non-members. Join any or all sessions!
Please register at israelisbeautiful.eventbrite.com to receive a Zoom link by email.

Writing a Legacy Letter: Sharing Your Values with Loved Ones
Four Mondays: January 25, February 1, 8, and 22, 7:15 – 8:45 PM
TBS Adult Learning, TBS Tzedek, and Three Score/More or Less will co-sponsor a legacy letter writing
series. Presented by Jay Sherwin, this free four-session Zoom course is designed to introduce the concept
of Legacy Letters and help you craft your own. And, you don’t have to be of a ‘certain age’ to start the
process!
Since each class will build on prior discussions, four-week attendance is encouraged. Let’s generate
warm thoughts together!
This event is open to the entire TBS community; Limited to 20 participants.
Please register at t-b-s.me/legacyletter to receive a Zoom link by email.
For additional information about this program, go to: t-b-s.me/legacyinfo
Questions? Contact: Gary Goldman (threescoremoreorless@tbsneedham.org), Deena Siegel (tzedek@tbsneedham.org), or
TBS Adult Learning (adultlearning@tbsneedham.org)

Finding Our Jewish Values in the Torah, Led by Rabbi Bob Orkand
Shabbat mornings, 9:00 – 10:00 AM
Each week we will focus on a single Jewish moral or ethical value found in that week's parshah (Torah portion). These will
include, but not be limited to, Justice, Compassion, Environmental Ethics, and Business Ethics. A variety of rabbinic sources
will enrich our exploration as we seek to apply each week’s value to our lives today. Registration required; class is free.
Please register at t-b-s.me/findingvalues to receive a Zoom link by email.

www.tbsneedham.org
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Recurring Events continued...
Pre-Shabbat Yoga
Fridays, 9:00 - 10:00 AM
Join Stephanie Javaheri every Friday morning for pre-Shabbat yoga. Her classes offer an
energetic mindful flow focusing on alignment and breath to create a ‘work in’ rather than
a ‘work out.’ Her aim is to help others find a sliver of stillness and to feel more grounded in
body and mind. Stephanie sees yoga as being accessible to anyone with an open mind and the
willingness to go within.
Please register at t-b-s.me/yoga to receive a Zoom link by email.

Job Seeker Support Group with Jewish Vocational Services
Alternating Thursdays: January 14 and January 28, 4:00 - 5:00 PM
Jewish Vocational Service (JVS) has partnered with TBS for a free biweekly Job Search Support
Group. The goal of this group is to provide support, information, and strategies to professionals in managing their job search in the age of Covid-19. This series will be run by experienced
Career Professional Amy Mazur.
To register, please email the instructor (Amy Mazur) directly: amazur@jvs-boston.org
For more information: check the flyer at t-b-s.me/JVSflyer or contact Amy Mazur
(amazur@jvs-boston.org)

Meatless Monday Needham
The TBS Environmental Action Committee invites you to join Meatless
Monday Needham. This is a public awareness campaign to encourage
healthy eating habits that prioritize human and environmental health.
Supporters are asked to take a simple online pledge: serve meatless,
healthy plant-based meals on Mondays for 12 weeks. Please explore the
Meatless Monday Needham Website (meatlessmondayneedham.org) and
Facebook Page for further information, to sign up, and to find some tasty
recipes and cooking resources.

Save the Date
Join Us for a Unique Tzedekah Trivia Night
Saturday, February 6, 7:00 - 9:00 PM
TBS Brotherhood, TBS Sisterhood, and Three Score/More or Less will
co-sponsor a unique Tzedakah Trivia Night. Hosted by Mike ‘Sarge’ Riley,
Boston sports radio personality, the event promises to be a fun way to put all
the miscellaneous facts in your head to work for a good cause.
Register at: t-b-s.me/TriviaNight, or scan the QR code.
See details on the back cover of this issue of the Scroll.
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Save the Date

continued...

Presentation by Massachusetts Exoneree and
New England Innocence Project Board Member Sean K. Ellis
Sunday, February 7, 10:00 AM, live on Zoom.
TBS Brotherhood and TBS Tzedek invite the community
to join us for a morning with Sean K. Ellis. Mr. Ellis was
a Needham METCO student in the ‘80s and ‘90s. He was
convicted in 1995 of the murder of a Boston police officer; his
wrongful conviction involved profound police and prosecutorial misconduct. Sean’s conviction was reversed in 2015, the
reversal was upheld by the Supreme Judicial Court in 2016, and he was fully exonerated last year.
Mr. Ellis is an inspirational speaker - his lack of bitterness and positive energy are truly a testimony to his
character. He will be introduced and interviewed by Stephanie Roberts Hartung, law professor at Northeastern Law
School and also a board member of the New England Innocence Project. Time is reserved at the end of the presentation for
Q&A from the audience. This event is open to TBS members.
To read more about Sean’s story, go to: justiceforseanellis.com
And to watch a documentary about his case, go to Netflix and search for “Trial 4” (the documentary title).
Please register at t-b-s.me/innocence to receive a Zoom link by email.
Questions? Contact: brotherhood@tbsneedham.org or tzedek@tbsneedham.org

Rosh Hodesh Adar
Wednesday, February 17, 7:15 PM
Please join TBS Sisterhood for Rosh Hodesh with Rabbi Julie Bressler. We had a great turnout and meaningful discussion in
November for our first Rosh Hodesh. We will celebrate the new moon, new month, three times this year as a women’s group
with discussion led by Rabbi Julie.
Please register at t-b-s.me/RoshHodeshAdar to get a Zoom link by email.
Questions? Contact: sisterhood@tbsneedham.org

Lunch and Learn with Rabbi Bob Orkand: “A History of the Jews in America”
Mondays at noon, beginning February 1
Jews have lived in what became the United States for 366 years. The contribution by American Jews to this nation has been
extraordinary, in large part because of the freedom afforded to not only Jews but to other minority communities, as well.
There has been a long-standing fear that Jews in America are doomed to assimilate, that they cannot survive in an
environment of religious freedom and church-state separation. In the United States, where religion is totally voluntary,
where religious diversity is the norm, where everyone is free to choose his or her own brand of Judaism - or no Judaism at
all - many have assumed that sooner or later Judaism will disappear. And so, each generation has had to wrestle anew with
the question of whether its own children and grandchildren would remain Jewish, whether Judaism as a faith would end and
carry on as ancestral memory alone.
Amazingly, then, Judaism in the United States has not only survived but thrived. This course will look at why this is
the case. How have America’s Jews adapted to living in a land of freedom? And, what has America’s Jewish community
contributed to this, its home?
Please register at t-b-s.me/JewsInAmerica to receive a Zoom link by email.
Questions? Contact: Jessica Baim (jbaim@tbsneedham.org)
www.tbsneedham.org
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Sharing the Story of High Holy
T

he High Holy Days are cornerstone experiences for the Temple Beth Shalom community each year. Last spring, as
it became clear that the COVID-19 pandemic would make it impossible to celebrate these holy days as we had in
years past, we knew that our community’s experience of the High Holy Days would need to be different. In response,
a dedicated team of lay leaders, clergy, and professional staff began a months-long vision process as we dreamed up
what these High Holy Days would be. We understood that celebrating virtually would inspire feelings of loss, but
we knew that the safety of our members was of utmost importance. There was immediate consensus that we wanted
the power of Jewish community, Jewish ritual, and the spiritual meaning of the season to be sources of strength and
inspiration. We shared that we wanted our community’s High Holy Day experiences to promote connection with our
members and to Jewish tradition. We wanted the experiences to be uplifting, joyful, hope-inspiring, and safe. We knew
the experiences needed to speak to the realities of our world - a world that was not only navigating a global health
crisis, but also responding to increased hunger, economic insecurity, and racial injustice. We wanted to ensure our
services and programs were accessible to all and for each member of our community, at all ages and stages of life, to find
meaningful entry into celebration and reflection during this season. With our vision and timeframe in mind, we brainstormed a comprehensive list of possible services, programs, activities, and opportunities. We researched ‘best practices’
and creative ideas that other congregations were considering and finalized a list of offerings we felt would bring the
greatest meaning to our community. From here, we created an organizational matrix of leadership and responsibilities
for all the programs that we would create. As well, we organized a new administrative and technology infrastructure
that would support the implementation of all we planned to do. By the time we launched our TBS High Holy Day
experience, we had created over forty different opportunities for engagement – both virtual and in-person – each with
its own communication, registration, and program plan.
Through the ideas and efforts of so many, these past High Holy Days brought meaning, connection, and new
experiences to our TBS family. While we wish we could have gathered in person, it was wonderful to connect in new
and familiar ways both virtually and in person. In the following pages, learn more about how these experiences came to
be and what they taught us about opportunities for engagement in our new world.

Expanding Our High Holy Day Offerings – By Rabbi Julie Bressler

I

n order to organize as many High Holy Day opportunities as possible – thereby enabling as many from our community as
possible to find meaning during these days - we expanded our timeframe for Holy Day observance so that it would begin
one month prior to Rosh Hashanah. Before the High Holy Days began, we offered several reflective programs during the
month of Elul, the month preceding the High Holy Days. Each rabbi led a program connected with our racial justice learning
initiative - providing opportunities for congregants to come together to discuss this significant topic and think about how
they would like to continue learning about and engaging with racial justice in the upcoming year. There were also several
programs around the concept of Teshuvah, a central theme of the Holy Days, meaning return or repentance. In these classes,
congregants discussed how to both seek and ask for forgiveness from ourselves, others, and God. Additionally, we connected
with one another through social media by participating in #BlogElul, a worldwide social media campaign that encourages us
to share photos that relate to different reflection prompts that help us prepare for the High Holy Days.

Online to In Heart: High Holy Day Services – By Rabbi Jay Perlman

U

pon making the decision that our High Holy Day services would be online, we acknowledged that our traditional
services would need to significantly change. During a typical year, our Holy Day Services can run as long as two hours
and fifteen minutes. Because our members would be participating virtually, we knew that our services could run no longer
than ninety minutes. Our rabbis and musical leaders met and reconstructed our Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur liturgies
from scratch. We started with a ‘blank slate’ and began our ‘service building’ by including what we felt would be the most
essential elements: foundational High Holy Day liturgy, most important musical pieces (i.e., those melodies that most deeply
inspire the spirit of the Holy Days – whether sung by our musical leader, our choir, or lay leaders), and opportunities for
12
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Days 5781
in-service teaching (prayer introductions, Torah reading, sermons).
We then streamlined each of these elements for time. From here, we
added creative poetry and music that we felt spoke to the moment
and the meaning of the Holy Days. Carefully timing each piece, we
made adjustments along the way. From here, as our way of fostering
community, we created as many opportunities for as many TBS
members as possible – inviting individuals to be recorded reading
poetry, reading Torah, passing the Torah, participating in group aliyot,
blowing shofar, and singing in a TBS open choir.
Because TBS does not own enough High Holy Day prayer books so
that each individual could have a copy, we decided to broadcast, for
the first time ever, online slides. We purchased a one-year license for a
slide deck of our Holy Day prayer book, Mishkan HaNefesh. This collection includes thousands of slides. After we finalized
our decisions regarding the liturgy for ten different adult services, a customized slide deck was constructed for each service.
Decisions were made regarding how clergy could safely be present with one another and how we would share this message
with our community so that we could best model responsible
gathering during Covid. Using the slide decks that had been
created, the rabbis then created a comprehensive script for each
service. These were shown on a teleprompter located directly
opposite the bima. As the rabbi led the service, the rabbi simultaneously led the liturgy, scrolled the teleprompter script, and
advanced the slides being seen by all those who participated in the
service at home. During the weeks prior to Rosh Hashanah, our
clergy team met several times with our TBS Tech Team to refine
the flow of the service, including the making of editorial decisions
regarding what those watching from home would see on the screen
for every individual reading, song, teaching, and video.

In-Person High Holy Day Events During COVID – By Rabbi Todd Markley

F

rom the moment we began planning for TBS High Holy Days during a global pandemic, we wanted to find ways for
our community to gather together in-person as a complement to the services that we would be streaming online. Two
opportunities seemed like natural fits:
In-Person Shofar - One of the signature rituals of Rosh
Hashanah is hearing the blasts of the shofar in person.
But how to bring people together? We couldn’t have
large crowds gathered, even outdoors. So, we invested
in an FM radio transmitter, rented the parking lot of the
Rashi school, recruited a team of outstanding parking lot
volunteers, and planned out a system for TBS members
to drive in while listening to Cantorial Soloist DJ Fortine
leading us in song on their radios, to hear words from our
rabbis on their radios, and to roll down their windows
to listen to Alan Novick blowing shofar… all without
needing to leave the safety of their cars.
Tashlich - We typically gather at Elm Bank Reservation on Rosh Hashanah to spiritually cast away our sins in this
beautiful outdoor ritual. Yet this year, we could not come together in one big group. So instead, we prepared “Tashli-kits” www.tbsneedham.org
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Sharing the Story continued...
ready-made do-it-yourself kits complete with a packet of prayers
and readings for the ritual, small stones for casting, and honey
sticks to sweeten the day. We made the Tashli-kits available
leading up to Rosh Hashanah and for pick-up in person at
Cutler Park
on the Second
Day of Rosh
Hashanah; and
while we never
gathered as one
large group, it
was a treat to
greet people as they made their way towards the water’s edge.

Rosh Hashanah in the Woods
By Ellen Dietrick & Rachel Happel

O

n the second day of Rosh Hashanah,
families came to celebrate the birthday of
the world out in nature, creating what we hope
will become an annual tradition. At Cutler Park,
each family picked up a bag of supplies and set
out on a 1.5-mile adventure around the pond.
The first challenge was to gather as many sticks
as possible in only 60 seconds and then to use
those sticks
to create
a holiday
message on
the ground. In another challenge, we had a team toast, with each person answering the
question: What are you grateful for at this new year? In the final challenge, participants
worked to spread holiday cheer by creating greeting cards to send to our neighbors at
NewBridge on the Charles.
Here’s a challenge for you to try at home! Can you make a grass shofar? First hunt for
a nice thick blade of grass. Hold the grass between your two thumbs. Place the back of
your thumbs against your mouth and blow! You know you’re successful by the shofar
sound coming out from your thumbs. Te-ki-ah!
A special thank you to Mason Sirois, our Mayim Tamid Jewish Learning Guide, for
building the game for families to download on their phones, to Margie Glou for packing
the challenge kits, and to Melissa Loeb for helping to lead the event.
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A Season of Rejoicing: A Sukkot Pumpkin Hike
By Ellen Dietrick

B

right orange pumpkins, clear skies, the warm October air, and a beautiful lush green
forest. Over the course of the day, armed with plenty of water and a bag to collect
nature items, family after family entered the purple trail at Centennial Reservation. It
was the first day of Sukkot and the weather was gorgeous. Children hunted for nature
items while their parents and grandparents enjoyed the beautiful scenery. At the
conclusion of the hike, the children were greeted with a
mini pumpkin patch and invited to choose a pumpkin.
Then creative pumpkin faces were created with
hammers, nails, and the nature items collected on the
hike. With delight each family shared their creations
- fancy, funny, beachy, and scary. One of the Hebrew
names for Sukkot is Z’man Simchateinu, Season of
Our Rejoicing. Sukkot is the only festival associated
with an explicit commandment to rejoice, and rejoice
we did.
A huge thank you to Meredith and Gabe Fried for contributions from their yard; to Katie
Fanke and Masha Silva for setting up, cleaning up, and helping to lead the event; and
especially to all of the families for hiking, creating, and rejoicing with us!

Keeping Our Teens Connected with One Another and TBS – By Julia Zinn

T

eens had many opportunities to connect with the High Holidays in a way that was meaningful to them. The High Holy
Day theme of Renew, Refresh and Refocus helped guide the activities that were offered. Some of these programs took
place in person and others virtually.
Our in-person experiences were apple picking and a hike with a reflection. At Berlin Orchards, everyone picked their own
bag of apples to take home for the holidays. We started the afternoon with an ice breaker and some community building,
where we shared our favorite things about fall to get to know each other before heading into the orchard. For our hike,
we went to Pegan Hill in Natick. We hiked the trail, and when we arrived at the open meadow the teens took part in some
guided self-reflection. They were given two prompts: think about the next year and create some goals for yourself and think
about what you want to stay the same or change in the next year. Nature is a great place to reflect and refresh!
Our virtual experiences were apple cake baking and a challah workshop. For the apple cake baking, Sara Berk led us in
baking her mother-in-law’s apple cake recipe, using the apples we picked ourselves! For our Challah Workshop, Abi Oshins
taught us how to braid round challah. Some of us stuffed our challah with honey, cinnamon, raisins, or the apples we picked!
It was really special to have something to share with our families for the holidays that we made with our Etzim community.
Even though we would have all preferred to be together for the High Holy Days, we made the best of this situation and look
forward to next year, hoping we create more memories together at TBS.

Tech by the Numbers – By Deb Hecht

T

his year’s High Holy Day observances were, as you might have guessed, dependent on a lot of technology. We always
use technology on the High Holy Days, but this year our usage of technology hit new heights! We did so much - and
so much of it was so new - that it’s hard to describe in words all the ways technology was necessary to our High Holy Day
observances, so I’m going to use numbers.

In order to live stream our worship services to your living room TVs, backyard projectors, and laptops on kitchen tables, we used:
•
•
•

500 feet of Ethernet cable (across 9 separate cables)
8 computers
5 monitors

Sharing the Story: continued on page 22

•
•
•

400 feet of audio cable
6 power strips
4 webcams
www.tbsneedham.org
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Home Work
We refer often to our TBS home.
Here you can learn the stories of TBS members who work with other people’s homes day in and day out.
Anne Baron

M

y third career blossomed out of the blue when I met a landscape designer at a
crafts fair in 2008. We chatted about gardening and by the end of the fair I was
offered a part-time job. I have always loved gardening, and I now had a hobby-like job
with newfound friends. There were three of us and I eventually took over when the
landscape designer switched careers.
If you are a gardener, or enjoy gardens, you know the joy gardens can bring. I maintain
clients’ gardens, designing, planting, pruning and weeding. I help create gardens that
reflect their wishes and help the environment. While I love all aspects of gardening, a
favorite part is seeing the happiness the gardens bring to my clients and passersby.
Coincidentally, most of my clients are Jewish. One year a client and I were talking before
Rosh Hashanah and he said to his visiting father, ‘Dad, I have a gardener who chants
Torah!’

Dmitry Baskin

G

rowing up in the diverse landscape of Miami Beach, FL, inspired me to think about
housing in different ways. The art deco construction next to Spanish next to modern
buildings increased my interest in how homes and structures can reflect diverse groups
and serve different purposes. Bringing that
inspiration with me to Boston, I was motivated
to add my aesthetic to the more traditional
styles in this community. The responsibility of
appropriate development drives me to build
innovative and architecturally significant
buildings that add to the neighborhood
tapestry. My upcoming project is a step into the
future of development, as I will build houses that will be the first Certified Passive Dmitry Baskin’s next project
Homes in Boston; these ultra-efficient homes are built to strict Passive House
standards to provide for the best possible living environment and highest levels of energy efficiency. I hope to continue
making important advancements and contributions to our housing community and to make homes that people love to live
in.

Lauren Corkin

I

love helping families find their forever homes. My goal for every client is to make the match.
I believe in service beyond the sale, and have been fortunate that many of my clients have
become friends and referrals. If I represent the seller, I manage the entire process. Whether it
involves staging, repairs, decluttering and other work to get the house ready to sell, I work 24/7
for my clients until the sale is completed. The goal is to attain the highest price at market value.
For my buyers, in our initial meeting I learn quickly what the perfect property would be in their
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price range according to their wish list. It’s not unusual for me to hear back from clients about how happy they are in their
new home. I love hearing this! People think being a realtor is an easy and glamorous job until they see how much time and
effort it takes to buy or sell a home. Covid-19 proved this point even more so. I limit my clients so that I am personally there
for them every step of the way. This has been a great career that I have not only excelled in but love doing. I am looking
forward to a new and improved 2021!

Daryl Cohan

I

t all began with my first job out of college, selling local advertising, when I found many of
the neighborhood real estate offices constantly asking when I was going to get my real estate
license. I obtained my license and became a full-time realtor in 2002, going on to become a
consistent award winner every year! But bringing my experience, network, and attention to
detail forward to help people find their dream homes isn’t all I enjoy doing in this position. I
can also say that making friends along the way is equally as rewarding!
From buying to selling, relocation to Senior moves, every aspect of my work comes backed by
client testimonials and much of my business is now based on referrals from past clients who
have since become friends. As an avid book lover, I like to think of my work as assisting clients
in writing their next chapter. And wherever your story may take you, I will put my knowledge
to work to make it a bestseller.

Jill Finkelstein

I

love my profession, selling real estate, and I have been helping buyers and sellers
for over 30 years! Shelter and safety are two important things that are very high on
everyone's wanted list. It is for this reason that I recognize the importance of what I try to
do every day in helping people accomplish their real estate - and 'HOME' - solutions.
A home is much, much more than four walls and a roof! We cannot take for granted the
value of a safe, comfortable, functional home and during these challenging times, now
more than ever, we do truly appreciate its value. In addition, given that time is a luxury,
anything I can do to save my clients, customers, friends, family, colleagues time is certain
to be greatly appreciated, possibly more so than a gift! I wish you a safe and healthy 2021!

Shira Frager

M

y love for organizing has been with me for as long as I can remember. When I was young I loved putting things in
order and would sometimes do so even unconsciously. So when a friend of mine suggested I look into it as a career, I
was intrigued. Could I organize people’s files - people’s homes - and
get paid for it? Since that encounter with my friend, whose home I
organized accidentally when I was out there visiting her after she
had had a baby, I established a professional organizing business.
I’ve organized kitchens, storage units, and bathrooms. And I love
it. I love helping people, I love hearing “I was looking for that!” I
love the joy and relief seen on my clients’ faces afterwards. I look
forward to continuing to help people find calm in their lives and
helping them make their houses feel more like home.

Before

After
www.tbsneedham.org
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Home Work continued...
Lulu Friedman

I

founded my interior design and architecture firm in 2004 while living in Mexico City and I was
able to expand it to Massachusetts in 2009 when we moved here. My favorite part of my job is
being able to make spaces as functional as possible, and see how the spaces that I create really help
improve the quality of life of my customers. People tend to adapt to their spaces and my goal is to
have the spaces adapt to them. Sometimes my clients need large changes such as additions or new
configurations of their houses, but other times they just need someone to help them fall back in
love with their home. I love the challenges of working through both large and small projects. Many
houses are like puzzles, and solving them gives me great satisfaction. I love the process of working
through my customers' issues and complaints and being able to come out on the other side with
beautiful functional creations.

Michael Grappo

T

he process of buying or selling a home is a sacred act. After all, the home is a sacred space
where family life happens, holidays are shared, and where we shelter from the challenges of
our daily lives. As a real estate broker for over 30 years, I’ve had the privilege, joy and honor of
joining hundreds of families on their personal journeys through home ownership – whether they’re
saying goodbye to a home that was well-loved and filled with family history, or they’ve identified
the space where they will create new memories. As with life itself, this process creates joy, reflection,
and at times, some sadness.
I’ve found that the best way I can honor this process as a professional is to provide a level of
service that is defined by a strong commitment to trust, empathy, and competency. To ensure this I
often ask myself, “If I were the client what would I expect from my broker?” My favorite part of this
work is sharing in the joy of accomplishment when we come together and meet the client’s essential housing goals.

Susan Koslow

I

started my career in commercial architecture working on buildings like public schools and
hospitals – even the Eliot School! Upon relocating to Needham from Jamaica Plain, I took
several years off to raise my children but architecture remained my passion. One day I was
asked by a neighbor to do an exterior remodel to their 1940s colonial that needed some modern
updates and from there, I started receiving inquiries from other Needhamites, including some
TBS members, to do some additions and renovations. Word spread and soon I was doing custom
homes as far as Sherborn and Natick. I always enjoy the process of providing thoughtful design
to each client’s unique vision for their home and their excitement when they see their new space
come together. It is truly a joy to know that I can make a family’s house into a home.

Elyse Marsh

I

n 1994, my husband and I (and 3-yr-old daughter) relocated from New York to Needham. We
sold our home, changed jobs and uprooted our lives (with a baby on the way!). Three years
later, we moved to another home in Needham. Through personal experience, I understand and
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help my clients balance the emotional aspects of buying and selling a home with sound advice, integrity, and attention to
detail. I co-author the Pinnacle Report, which provides an in-depth analysis of local real estate trends and activity. My goal
is to help my clients make the most informed decisions about buying and selling real estate. The silver lining of my job is
helping clients (who often become friends) find the right place to call home. I love bringing new families into our community
and sharing all the wonderful attributes of living in Needham and the surrounding towns.

Noah and Lisa Pearlstein

T

here is nothing like walking into a home with first-time homebuyers and
knowing that they are walking into the next chapter of their lives. There
is nothing like walking into a perfectly sized condo and knowing that this is the
perfect haven for your empty nesters. Introducing relos new to the area to your
home town is a chance to fall in love all over again. Representing the love and
warmth of a home you are listing to prospective buyers is an honor and heavy
responsibility which we do not take lightly.
Real estate is all about connecting with people, listening to their needs and helping
execute those dreams. Lessening the stress around the process of buying/selling
most people’s largest asset comes naturally to us. Noah has been “in real estate”
since the tender age of 24, and I had been a “real estate wife” for years. After the
birth of our daughter, Miriam, Noah needed backup and we have been working together ever since. We live residential real
estate, at the breakfast table, at the dinner table, and beyond.

Michael Schneider

W

hen I was a child my parents often took my brother and me to Newport, where
we would stroll the Cliff Walk and admire the mansions. The way it made
my mind wander it was inevitable I would become a builder. At an impressionable
time in life a family friend and architect suggested I consider engineering instead, so I
took his guidance and headed off to Lehigh University. Post college, with engineering
skills in my back pocket, I went the route of becoming a builder. I started on the real
estate side building and designing my own properties until I decided to start working
with homeowners to bring their visions to life. Today, I find that this is my greatest
reward and motivation. With years of experience, I have honed the skill of making a
stressful time in a client’s life a bit less so, and more importantly, an experience that
produces not just a house but a home that is uniquely theirs. I encourage anyone with questions about the homebuilding and
renovation process to contact me.

Shari and Eric Valentino

W

e have been involved in designing, building, buying and selling property for nearly
40 years.In fact, that’s how we met in 2012, and we have been working together and
enjoying what we do every day since.
Shari is a real estate broker: I have been working with my mother, Mona Wiener, since 2012,
and together we treat our clients like family. It is an awesome responsibility to find someone
their dream home or help them sell a property. I give it the same level of attention whether
it is a 1-bedroom condo or a home that has been in their family for decades. There are many
emotions involved and at times I feel more like a therapist, than a broker. We meet people
at incredible highs and lows in their lives. The one constant is the challenge to make the
process feel seamless for the buyer(s) or seller(s) regardless of what else is on their plate at the time.
www.tbsneedham.org
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Eric is a real estate developer: Each property I create gives me the chance to think outside the box and design spaces that I
think people will truly enjoy and want to spend their lives in. This is especially important given the times we are in right now
with the pandemic. Your home and family are now the most important things you have. It’s where you spend the majority of
your time and it needs to be comfortable and yet functional as well.

Jared Wilk

H

elping people find their home is in my DNA. Following in the real estate footsteps
of my Dad and Grandpa, the Wilks have now been helping buyers and sellers for
nearly 70 years!
No buyer and no seller are the same. No transaction is like the last one and each
house has a different story, which is what I love most about my job. People hire me for
different reasons, but the most important thing is to always be there with and for them
throughout the rollercoaster adventure with an upbeat attitude, while being responsive,
informative, honest, respectful, available and confidential.
I joke around that “houses are like spouses.” Sometimes in the search buyers get tempted
to settle. Other times they are simply seeking the unattainable. When people start with
their wish list, there is no such thing as “the perfect house;” however, my main objective
is to find all of their “needs” and then obtain as many “wants” as possible so that the
new homeowners have the ability to create their true “perfect” HOME!

Bringing Jewish Learning Home
Ellen Dietrick

I

f you have kids, you likely know about Kiwi Crate, the subscription service that mails themed activity kits to children on a
monthly basis. But did you know that since September, TBS has been sending out our own version to the young children
of our community?
Last summer, we began to consider how to make the Jewish holidays come alive for the young children of our community
this year. In the past, the youngest of our TBS community celebrated Rosh Hashanah, Yom Kippur and Sukkot as a
community. At Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur we gathered in the sanctuary for song
and prayer and at Sukkot we took turns shaking the lulav and etrog in the parking lot
sukkah. Children built their Jewish memories around these large group events. This year,
how would we create these same joyful memories that TBS has fostered for many years, but
this time at home?
In approaching this new challenge, we thought about earliest memories of Jewish holidays
from many of our own childhoods: the glow of Chanukah candles, the sweet smells of
Passover, and the sips of grape juice on Friday nights. Considering child development
and how children learn best, we knew that hands-on learning is the most lasting and that
children love both activities they can do together with their families and activities they can
do independently. Our goal was to create positive Jewish memories through bringing joy
and celebration to our children’s lives. And so, our TBS Holiday Activity Kits were born!

20

www.tbsneedham.org

Jewish Learning continued...
For Rosh Hashanah, children were invited to create a stained glass apple decoration to
display in their homes. Families added blessings to their home celebrations using our
holiday guide. For Yom Kippur, children colored placemats to add to their holiday dinner
table. They created puppets to retell the traditional
story of Jonah and the Whale, and they recited
blessings on a nature walk. For Sukkot, families
played a math game with dice and a lulav drawing,
they made a fall-themed beaded decoration, and
they went outside to play tree bingo. Celebrating
Chanukah, children created colorful collage
menorahs and felt decorations to bring light and
color to their homes.
As the children enjoyed these activities, families
found even more creative ways to use their kits.
Crafts used for remote learning also entertained children and their cousins at outdoor
holiday dinners and found their way to visits with grandparents. Families logged
off of the TBS Rosh Hashanah
and Yom Kippur services and
continued their days with games and crafts from the kits. So many
positive Jewish memories were made as the learning moved from the
Temple building and into homes.
Thank you to the countless volunteers who helped to pack the 1200
kits that have been delivered so far: Margie and Alan Glou, Zach and
Ellen Sprinsky, the Spring family, the Roth family, Debbie Jacobs, Liana
Perlman, Teddy Dildine, Ethan Shusterman, Allison Freedman, the
Rubin family, Mia Markley, Michelle Schatz, Naomi and Leah Damelin,
Delaney Cotton, Linda Lourie, and others!

Ellen Dietrick, Director of Early Childhood Learning, was recognized by the Synagogue Council of
Massachusetts as one of the Boston Jewish community’s heroes for her work to strengthen community
and support children, families, colleagues, and TBS members during this COVID crisis.
www.tbsneedham.org
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Sharing the Story continued...
continued from page 15

And that was just on the days of the
services! These numbers do not even
include the many, many hours of work
that went into recording and video
editing the amazing choir pieces that we
shared, testing the technology, preparing
the slides of our prayer book that you
saw on screen, and many other technical
contributions - from the whole TBS
team.
The numbers that made all the hours of work we did worth it were these:
• 964 households registered for High Holy Day services
• Between 165 and 546 devices (families) connected to each individual service
• 1,067 chat messages brought our community together from afar
As you can see, it truly took a village to make these High Holy Days possible (and many more people than those listed in
these articles were deeply involved too!). We learned so much about virtual and in-person engagement through this process as
well as the impressive resiliency and creativity of the TBS staff and community. Faced with a great challenge, we discovered
we have the ability to build community, form connections, reflect deeply, and celebrate this season together, regardless of the
format!

We Are Here for You

Green Tip
All the ketchup, salad dressing, cat food, mayonnaise, etc., left in the bottom of containers will fly out
during the recycle process, splattering the nearby
recyclables. So rinse out your containers and, if you
want a gold star, peel off the labels. Recyclers want
your plastic bottle caps, glass bottles, and lids on jars.
Make sure they are on tightly. Don’t crush cans or
plastic bottles - it makes items harder to sort. Remember - CLEAN, EMPTY, and DRY.
Plastic reduction tip of the month: Buy aluminum
cans of soda, beer, etc. Aluminum is far more recyclable and easier for processors to pick out.

This is a trying time for all of us, and your Temple
community is here to be of help. In addition to the
challenges of the coronavirus threat, life events continue.
Have a difficult situation going on in your family? Have
you experienced a recent loss of a loved one? Has your
family celebrated an engagement, wedding, birth, or
other joyous event? Anticipating upcoming surgery or a
hospital stay?
Don't forget to let your TBS family know!
When significant life events are taking place – good
or bad – the clergy at TBS want to know, as do our
educators when the situation is impacting a child in our
learning programs. Please e-mail or call our clergy or
educators at: 781.444.0077 to share what is happening so
that we can be supportive.
We are here for you. We want to know so we can help!
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Impressions – By Members
We wanted to hear from you about our High Holy Day adaptations, so a survey was sent to those who attended the virtual
services and in-person programs. Here are a few highlights....

What made the High Holy Days Special…
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

All the extra things like Torah passing, musical innovations, and services from the bima.
The framing of the prayers.
Attending services "with" family from across the country.
Actively participating in services the full day of Yom Kippur.
We could participate at our level.
I loved the ability to participate from home and the many different options.
Services felt very intimate.
Rabbi Julie's sermon regarding "How to be an anti-racist."
Felt like I was a part of something special.
Loved following along online with the prayers and music - DJ is phenomenal.
The sermons were particularly meaningful and made the distance not seem so large.
It’s a difficult time with Covid and distancing so it felt right to be connected with TBS.

What was your favorite part of the High Holy Day Experiences?

www.tbsneedham.org
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Contributions

The Minimum donation for contributions to be listed in the Scroll is $18.00.

RABBI PERLMAN’S DISCRETIONARY FUND
DONOR
Proctor & Corkin Families
Shelah Drezner
Jeff Keselman
Lulu & Ronnie Friedman
Shepard Golstein
DONOR
Elyse & Bruce Balder
Carol Sneider
Sarah & Marc Damelin
Jerry T. Sherman
DONOR
Ruth & Shelly Bramson
David Brezniak
Robert Saltzman
Richard Moody
Martha James
Nancy Levy-Konesky
Jordana Nolan

IN APPRECIATION OF
Rabbi Jay officiating at David
Proctor’s funeral service
Rabbi Jay officiating the funeral of
Frank Keselman
Rabbi Jay’s support following the
passing of my father
Rabbi Jay helping to make Sofia’s
Bat Mitzvah so special
Beautiful High Holy Day services
IN HONOR OF
Rabbi Jay
Emily Olivia Burton’s naming
Naomi Damelin’s Bat Mitzvah
Jonah Perlman’s birthday
IN MEMORY OF
Howard Bramson
Beatrice Levine Brezniak
Aaron David Saltzman
Richard (Dick) Moody
Leona G. Deutsch
Susie B. Sims
Neil Feldstein

RABBI MARKLEY’S DISCRETIONARY FUND
DONOR
Debbie & Jeff Kublin
Angela Yudzinsky
Matt & Sharon Furman
Steven Fransblow & Lisa
Garsh
DONOR
Jerry T. Sherman
DONOR
Ruth & Shelly Bramson
Nanci & Stephen Dephoure
Edward & Margo Wallack

IN APPRECIATION OF
The beautiful & most meaningful
ceremony for Sammy & Jason’s
wedding
Rabbi Markley
Rabbi Markley
Alli Fransblow’s Bat Mitzvah
IN HONOR OF
George Markley’s birthday
IN MEMORY OF
Howard Bramson
Anne Weiss
Norman Wallack

RABBI BRESSLER’S DISCRETIONARY FUND
DONOR
Gerald Rodman
Gerald Rodman
Marsha Rodman
Marsha Rodman
Ron Shiloh

IN MEMORY OF
Harry Rodman
Bessie Rodman
Arlene Offenberg
Doris Mendelson
Esther Arazi

CHESED FUND
DONOR
Margie & Alan Glou

IN HONOR OF
Cheryl & Bernie Segaloff becoming
grandparents to Stella Rita Narkiewicz
DONOR
SPEEDY RECOVERY
Jerry T. Sherman
Lauren Corkin
Jerry T. Sherman
JoEllen Levin
DONOR
IN MEMORY OF
Monty Krieger
Terry Krieger
Pamela Fisher
Roberta Salshutz
Beverlee & Richard Bookman Myer Sack
Beverlee & Richard Bookman Harry Bookman
Claire Blum
David Berman
The Paul Agranat Family
Edwin Merow
Margie & Alan Glou
Arnold Cohen
Les Yampolsky
Harold Yampolsky
Margie & Alan Glou
Lorraine Tobin
Mary Kraft
Saul Kraft

CHILDREN’S CENTER FUND
DONOR
Aimee Mann
Debbie & Jeff Kublin
Lawrence Kosow
Marcia & Ken Brier
William Smoller
Rose Elin

ELEMENTARY EDUCATION FUND
DONOR
Wendy Storch
Myra Barsky
Eric Wolin
Ron Glasberg
Ina Glasberg
Nancy & Steve Cutter &
Family

www.tbsneedham.org

IN MEMORY OF
Selma Storch
Samuel Barsky
Leonard Wolin
Edwin Glasberg
A. Peter Davis
Heidi Cutter

EMERGENCY RELIEF FUND
DONOR
The Channen Family

IN MEMORY OF
Vivian M. Channen

FAMILIES WITH YOUNG CHILDREN FUND
DONOR
Ann & Alan Eisenberg

IN HONOR OF
TBS

FELDMAN COMMUNITY OUTREACH FUND
DONOR
Lois & Ron Sockol
DONOR
Alice Rapkin

IN HONOR OF
Bernie & Cheryl Segaloff becoming
Grandparents
IN MEMORY OF
Samuel Kaplan

GENERAL FUND
DONOR
Harvey Robinson
Harvey Robinson
Rabbi Rifat Sonsino
Evan & Barry Freid
Lisa Gilman
Stephanie Javaheri & Family
Jon & Becky Shusterman

IN MEMORY OF
Myrna Bagley
Frances B. Robinson
Albert Sonsino
Arnold Nathanson
Bert Gilman
Arnold Cohen
Daniel Shusterman

S. DAVID GOLDBERG MEMORIAL FUND A NAMED GENERAL FUND OF TBS
DONOR
Julie, Michael, David & Eli
Bailit
Julie, Michael, David & Eli
Bailit
DONOR
Julie, Michael, David & Eli
Bailit
Julie & Michael Bailit
The Bailit Family

IN HONOR OF
Simon Shoemaker becoming
B. Mitzvah
Sarah & Emerson Wilson becoming
B. Mitzvah
SPEEDY RECOVERY
Julie Goldberg
Jay Pasco-Anderson
Mat Tuttelman

RICHARD TODD SACKS JEWISH LIFELONG LEARNING FUND
DONOR
Ralph Melen
DONOR
Nancy Krieger
Michael & Lauren Corkin
The Proctor & Corkin
Families
Ralph Melen

SPEEDY RECOVERY
Joel Greene
IN MEMORY OF
Maurice Bondy Peiser
Sandra Noymer
Arnold Nathanson
Arnold Nathanson

LIBRARY FUND
DONOR
Carolyn, Leonard, Sarah &
Julie Finn
Michael Shusterman
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IN MEMORY OF
Trosi & Eddie Kaplan
Abraham Kublin
Jack Kosow
Ann Furman
Seymour Smoller
Barbara Simon

IN MEMORY OF
George E. Cotsonas
Jennie B. Shusterman

MUSIC FUND
DONOR
Matthew Robinson
Joan Berman
Ron & Sandi Levy

IRMA AND KIVI GREBBER MEMORIAL FUND
IN MEMORY OF
Sherman Seeche
Albert Berman
Arnold Cohen

JERRY ARANSKY PASSPORT TO ISRAEL FUND
DONOR
Lena Savikovsky

IN MEMORY OF
Lyubov Sirotina

AMY SANKER KAPPEL MEMORIAL FUND
DONOR
Mike & Ellen Sheetz

IN MEMORY OF
Leonard Pasternak

GERSTEN-HOISINGTON SCHOLAR IN RESIDENCE FUND
DONOR
IN HONOR OF
Betty & Jerry Goldberg
Allan Gersten’s special birthday
DONOR
IN MEMORY OF
Steven Popper
Barbara Popper
Gassman Family
Arnold Cohen
Debby & Bob Gelles
Arnold Cohen
Barbara & Frank Fleischer
Arnold Cohen
Carol & Peter Hoffman
Arnold Cohen
Susan Carp
Arnold Cohen
Nancy Bogg & Mark Kiefner Arnold Cohen
Sharyn Katz
Arnold Cohen
Meryl & Bob Widman
Arnold Cohen
Louise Levy
Arnold Cohen
Joyce Spector
Arnold Cohen
Harry & Mina Tillinger
Arnold Cohen
Bruce Revzin
Arnold Cohen
BJ Rudman & Lisa Boodman Arnold Cohen
Lindsay & Michael Cohen & Arnold Cohen
Family
James & Debra Krasnow
Arnold Cohen
Margie & Alan Levin
Arnold Cohen
Ronna & Michael Baskin
Arnold Cohen
Barbara & Arnie Miller
Arnold Cohen
The Fontana Family
Arnold Cohen
Beverlee & Richard Bookman Arnold Cohen
Joan & Harry Goralnick
Arnold Cohen
Michael, Rhonda, Matthew Arnold Cohen
& Maya Altman
Sandy & Mark Challant
Arnold Cohen
Howard Temkin & Barbara
Arnold Cohen
Koren
Bonnie & Herb Shuer
Arnold Cohen
Judi & Marc Kahn
Arnold Cohen
Nancy Turner
Arnold Cohen
Judy & Bert Faberman
Arnold Cohen
Elizabeth & Peter Levine
Arnold Cohen
Susan DeLong
Arnold Cohen
The Chisholm Family
Arnold Cohen
Marcia Brier
Arnold Cohen
Cindy & Ron Matloff
Arnold Cohen
The Tobeys
Arnold Cohen
Carol Singer
Arnold Cohen
The Ollerhead Family
Arnold Cohen
Mildred Cohen
Arnold Cohen
Richard & Sybil Michelson
Arnold Cohen
Jill & Gerry Finkelstein
Arnold Cohen
Cynthia Levitt
Arnold Cohen
Marilyn & Michael Brier
Arnold Cohen
Judith Joseph
Arnold Cohen
Kenneth & Joan Karofsky
Arnold Cohen
Claire Cohen-Stelzer
Arnold Cohen
Bryna & Fred Bell
Arnold Cohen
Meredith A. Flannery
Arnold Cohen
Susan Uretsky
Arnold Cohen
Linda & Allan Gersten
Arnold Cohen
Betty & Jerry Goldberg
Arnold Cohen
Gail & Arthur Wald
Arnold Cohen
Bill & Susan Kams
Arnold Cohen
Roberta & Bill Greenberg
Arnold Cohen
Judith Strauss
Arnold Cohen

DONOR
Elaine Timmons
Elaine Timmons
The Grebber Family
The Grebber Family
The Grebber Family

IN MEMORY OF
Abraham Berkson
Barbara Samuels
Nancy Grebber
Mollie Raichelson Efland
Irma Grebber

PATTI AND LOUIS GROSSMAN EDUCATION SCHOLARSHIP FUND
DONOR
Louis Grossman
Suzy Tobin
Dale Kaiser
Jerry T. Sherman
Louis Grossman

IN MEMORY OF
Barbara Zakon Levin
Eleanor Laskey
Arnold Cohen
Lorraine Tobin
Morton S. Grossman

PRAYERBOOK FUND
DONOR
Stephen & Sandra
Shusterman

IN MEMORY OF
Daniel Shusterman

SAFETY AND SECURITY FUND
DONOR
The Cutter Family

IN MEMORY OF
Sheldon Shapiro

SANCTUARY FLOWER FUND
DONOR
Carol & Hal Gershman
Joan Berman
Joan Berman
Barry & Evan Freid
Judy & Nate Levine
Judy & Nate Levine
Elaine Kantrowitz
Marilyn & Marvin Stick
Florence Weener
Carol Gershman

IN MEMORY OF
Sylvia Levy
Glenn May
David Gibgot
Ann Furman
Marlene Cohen
Sylvia Levy
Ann Kantrowitz
Sylvia Levy
Sylvia Levy
Joan Knapton

SOCIAL ACTION FUND
DONOR
Jill & David Silverstein
DONOR
Paul Alpert, Lainie Schnitt
& Liza Alpert
Sarah Fleckner
Arlene Katzman
Andrea Masterman
Susan Patkin

IN APPRECIATION OF
Rabbi Jay
IN MEMORY OF
Marilyn Alpert
Martin Katzman
Martin Katzman
Jeremy Warnick
Herman Kaufman

TBS ONEG FUND
DONOR
Linda Lourie

IN MEMORY OF
Ruth Cutler

YOUTH FUND
DONOR
David & Suzanne Lissy
DONOR
Wendy Storch
Carole Aronson
Carole Aronson
Jeffrey Cotton
Eric Fleegler

IN APPRECIATION OF
Sheira Rosenfield
IN MEMORY OF
Nelson Storch
Dorothy Margulies Goldenthal
Samuel G. Goldenthal
Joseph Cotton
Kathy Fleegler

www.tbsneedham.org
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YAHRZEITS
January 1
Herbert Ackerman
Jerry Adler
Rutherford Atkind
Janet Gellman Bailin
Jane Mandel Blitz
Esther Salomon Bogin
David Boodman
Barry Bornstein
Louis Bramson
Edward Bressler
Earl Martin Burtman
Rosalie Chudnofsky
Mark Cramer
Abe Cramer
Sidney Crastnopol
Wilfred Davis
Esta Katz Fargotstein
Leonard Fine
Besse Fisher
Jacob Francer
William Goldman
Ida Goldstein
Barbara Goldstein
Warren Goodman
Abraham Gorodetsky
Paul Granek
Patricia Grossman
Jon Kahn
Larry S. Karlin
Philip Kates
Mark Klein
Patricia Koritz
Judy Lourie
Martin J. Nadler
Bernice Pearlman
Sonny Pinals
Jackson Pollack
Bernard Resnick
Boris Revzin
Alice Rosenblatt
Richard “Rudin” Salinger
Edward C. Saltzberg
Frances Schultz
Thomas Schwab
Phyllis Schwartz
Pearl Seidenberg
Gertrude Shaffer
Denise Shapiro
Benjamin Sheetz
Sylvia Sherman
Izadore Silverstein
Harold Stavisky
Beatrice “Bea” Stern
Elliott Stone
Gertrude Ullian
Sol White
Rose Zakon
Ruth Zuker

Georgia Freid
Cindora Goldberg
Juana “Chiqui” Goldstein
Lena Hentoff
Helen Howard
Jacob Hyman
Sidney H. Kahn
Irving Kams
James Keifer
Sara Kramer
Naomi Lefcowitz-Dephoure
Jeanne Levine
Mary Lipsitz
Fannie Litcofsky
Frank Lowenstein
William Lurie
Hyman Needle
Irving Pack
Susan Palan
Pauline Phillips
Edward Raskind
Alan Rockmore
Max Rosenberg
Nathan Saul
Samuel Schatz
Oscar Schultz
Lorraine Berner Sher
Richard Shifman
Isadore Shulman
Abraham Shwom
Ruth Stanger
Morris Taitz
Abraham Arnold
Tannenbaum
Jeff Vinton

January 8
Sylvia Adler
Rita Aronson
Anne Baker Loss
Moe Blaustein
Morton Bloch
Jack Bromberg
Jeanette Burack
Archie Cohen
Paula S. Cohen
Arthur Conn
Robert Deutsch
Sonia Ediff
Marion Elfman
Pauline Fine
Jason Fishman
Michael Fleegler
Karen Frank
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January 15
Doris Abrahams
Albert Berkowitz
Arthur Cohen
Bessie Darish
Rose Davis
Herman Fine
Andrew Fink
Ruth Flicop
Arlene Mitchell Fradkin
Allen Garf
Marsha Ginn
Constance L. Gitelman
Louis Glaser
Irwin Glazier
Vera Goldstein
Jerome Daniel Goodman
Margery Goodman
Irving Gorden
Sylvia Gordon
Leonore Gumpert
Kate Kaplan
Joel Karten
Miriam Katzman
Stuart S. Kaufman
Natalie Kizner
Alma Kussell
Jedida Lachower
Lillian Lefrak
Mark Jay Levinson
Ernest Lichtman
Ismael Medina
Nathan R. Melen
David Murray
Ruth Orkand
Samuel Peck
Barbara Perlman
Aileen Phillips
Sonya A. Pike
Harriette Rosenthal
Lillian Ross
Leonard Rubin

Isadore Sacks
Lawrence Safferstone
Harry Shapiro
Morris Silverleib
Robert J. Star
Frances Stearns
Linda Stern
Teddy Troderman
Norman Urwitz
Lillian Wallack
Minnie Yanofsky

January 22

Joseph “Joe” Singer
Anne Sobel
Mier I. Spector
Doris Stern
Henry Stone
Philip Tasgal
Ethel Berkowitz Tobin
Albert Weener
Nathan N. Weiner
Herbert L. Weinstein
Miriam Weinstein
Eli Zaval
Joseph Zeidman

Dennis Acker
David J. Aronson
Sumner “Sonny” Balder
Louis Berg
Gladys Berlowe
Sidney Birnbach
Pearl Blum
Kay Bookman
Morris Butt
Dora Crocker
Sol Davidson
Dorothy K. Diamondstein
Saul Fine
Doris Geffen
Samuel H. Goldberg
Ron Kalish
Amelia Kornfeld
Alfred Marcus
Marlena Schreider Masur
Ruth Messing
Bernard Moller
Norman Ostroff
Rochelle Phillips
William S. Robinson
Dorothy Rosenblatt
Elizabeth Rosenfeld
Anna Roth
James Samter
Elizabeth Satz
Louis Satz
Sam Scheib
Sidney Schnitt
Ethel Singer

Norman Aliber
Zelda Yogel Andler
Charles Appelson
Mildred Aronson
Melvin Berkowitz
Sally Blatt
Norman L. Blumstein
Philip Brier
Sarah Carmen
Irma Cohen
Miriam Cohen
Stanley Coleman
Sylvia Copeland
Lars Eriksson
Julius Feigelman
Helen Feldberg
Sherman Feller
Charlotte Francer
Jeannette Freshman
Reginald Frischling
Frank S. Ganak
Evelyn Goldberg
Naomi Goldberg
Harold Golden
Arnold Goldman
Benny Goldsheid
Roberta Milender Goldwyn
Irving Gottlieb
Edward Gottlieb
Lon Gratz
Jacob Grossman

January 29

Shirley Harmon
Renee Hart
Morris Isikoff
Gertrude Koss
Judith Markstein
Catherine Miller
David E. Miller
Kevin Palan
Roger A. Patkin
Randy Phillips
Goldie Pinals
Edward Reiser
Nathan Roberts
Edicta Rodriguez
Cynthia R. Rumpler
Phyllis Rye
Lillian W. Scheibel
Laura Schuyler
Joel Seidman
Sidney Shapiro
Eric Sharton
Sarah R. Sherman
Marjorie Silver
David Silverman
Norman Simon
Thelma Simonini
Robert W. Stager
Alex Steinberg
Susan Devora Tamir
Rose Tasgal
Morris Weinberg
Elizabeth Zalinger

YIZKOR ELOHIM
May God Remember Our Loved Ones and Bring Comfort to...
Melissa and David Rubin, Briana, Samantha and Danielle
on the passing of their niece and cousin, Jessica Glaser
Tracy and Daniel Hoffman, Jordan and Kendall
on the passing of their grandfather and great-grandfather, Burton Rubenstein
Mark and Amy Furman, Howard and Jacquelyn Furman, and Elaine and Earl Gashin
on the passing of their mother and mother-in-law, Ann Furman
Rabbi Herb and Suzy Tobin, Ben Tobin and Mike Honigberg,
Molly and Josh Diamond, and Larry and Jesse Tobin, Ruthie Tobin
on the passing of their mother, grandmother and great-grandmother, Lorraine Tobin
Alison and Noah Kaufman, and Rachel and William Smoller
Nathan, Eli and Maya Kaufman and Gabriel, Emma and Sophie Smoller
on the passing of their father and grandfather, Stuart Books
Alison Kur and Abi Oshins
on the passing of their mother and grandmother, Carol Kur
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Assisted Living | Memory Care
Independent Living

Proudly owned and operated by the Schuster family for over 30 years
Call 781-455-9080 today to schedule a tour
OneWingateWay.com

| WingateHealthcare.com
www.tbsneedham.org
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Taking Care of Your Family From
Infancy to Adulthood
We specialize in:
• PEDIATRIC dental care
• ORTHODONTICS for all ages
• GENERAL and COSMETIC
dental care for adults

Evening & Saturday Hours
24 Hour Emergency Call Coverage

.
Personal Lines • Commercial Lines • Life Insurance
Call Matt Cohen at COHEN MILES for all your PERSONAL and BUSINESS insurance needs!

Phone: 617-489-1213
Email: matt@cohenmiles.com
www.cohenmiles.com
A MEMBER OF INSURANCE SERVICES OF NEW ENGLAND, LLC
375 Concord Ave #005, Belmont MA 02478

NEEDHAM 87 Chestnut Street (781) 444-6650
FRANKLIN 38 Pond Street
(508) 520-6660
BEDFORD 41 North Road
(339) 234-5075
ChestnutDental.com
Dental Director: Dr. Jon Shusterman

3URYHQ:HDOWKDQG7UXVW
0DQDJHPHQW
2YHUVLJKW3UHVHUYDWLRQ)DPLO\

Landscape Management & Design
Integrity, Quality, & Creativity

George J. Gannon Jr.
/LQGD6ORDQH.D\
Vice &KDLU
LKay@CenturyBank.com
 

%DUU\56ORDQH
&KDLUPDQ3UHVLGHQW &(2
%6ORDQH#&HQWXU\%DQNFRP
 

Owner

781-223-4472

GeorgeG@BostonOrganicTurf.com

/DQJOH\5RDG1HZWRQ&HQWUH
%R\OVWRQ6WUHHW&KHVWQXW+LOO
&HQWUDO6WUHHW:HOOHVOH\
+LJKODQG$YHQXH1HHGKDP FRPLQJVRRQ
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Expert
guidance

Sharon Memorial Park
The Premier Jewish Cemetery in New England

Insightful
solutions

Heritage – Tradition – Community since 1948

Accounting, tax and
advisory services for you
and your business.

Find out what sets us apart

www.tonneson.com
781.245.9999

www.sharonmemorial.com
781- 828-7216

www.tbsneedham.org
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Enjoy a stress-free college search
and application process with:
● Right-fit college lists
● Compelling essays & applications
● Financial aid support
● Affordable hourly rates
● TBS member references

Wishing you a happy,
healthy 2021!

Eric Stutman, MS
Start Today! Call 617.240.6899
www.TopChoiceCollegeConsulting.com

PreServing

traditions
faith
StrengtHening

Levine

Ask me about Compass Concierge—
an exclusive offering to maximize your home’s
value by fronting the cost of home improvement
services with no hidden fees.

Jill Finkelstein
—

Real Estate Sales Specialist
jill.finkelstein@compass.com
781.258.7014

Chapels

compass.com

470 Harvard Street, Brookline, Ma 02446

617-277-8300

LevineChapels.com

A Service Family Affiliate of AFFS and Service Corporation International, 206 Winter Street, Fall River, MA 02720. (508) 676-2454.

Levine_Preserving_BRG_3.5x2.indd 1
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JILL FINKELSTEIN IS A REAL ESTATE BROKER AFFILIATED WITH COMPASS, A LICENSED REAL
ESTATE BROKER AND ABIDES BY EQUAL HOUSING OPPORTUNITY LAWS.

PLEASE SUPPORT OUR ADVERTISERS

Great Service. Great Food.
ALWAYS FAMILY-OWNED.
ALWAYS BY YOUR SIDE.

Roche Bros. is proud to support Temple Beth Shalom.

617-969-0800 | 800-554-2199

www.brezniakfuneraldirectors.com

1251 Washington Street, Newton, MA 02465

www.rochebros.com

Since 1978

Jeff Lieb (617) 966-8000
Jeff Lieb

jefflieb@realtor.com

Harriet Lieb

Needham•Newton•Wellsley

Bicycle Sales, Fitting and Service

www.apexvelo.com

999 Boylston Street, Newton, MA 02461
(617) 244-3970 barry@apexvelo.com
Temple Beth Shalom Family Members Since 1992

www.tbsneedham.org
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Temple Beth Shalom
670 Highland Avenue
Needham, MA 02494
781-444-0077
www.tbsneedham.org
Member, Union for Reform Judaism;
Affiliated with Synagogue Council
of Massachusetts
Rabbi Jay Perlman
Rabbi Todd Markley
Assistant Rabbi Julie Bressler
Rabbi Rifat Sonsino, Rabbi Emeritus
Eugene Stein, President
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